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ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY MENNONITE COLLEGE OF NURSING
Pathophysiology and Pharmacotherapeutics in Nursing II: Prelicensure NUR 339 
Course Syllabus
COURSE NUMBER:	NUR 339
COURSE TITLE:	Pathophysiology and Pharmacotherapeutics in Nursing II: Prelicensure
ACADEMIC CREDIT:	3 Credit Hours

CONTACT HOURS:	Theory: 3 Clinical: 0

PRE/COREQUISITES:		Prerequisites: NUR 222 Psychomotor Skills for Nursing, 224 Contemporary Professional Nursing, 225 Health Assessment of the Adult, 229 Adult Nursing I, 237 Spiritual Dimensions in Healthcare: Prelicensure, 239 Pathophysiology and Pharmacotherapeutics in Nursing I: Prelicensure; Concurrent registration: NUR 316 Maternal Infant in Nursing, 231 Adult Nursing II, 336 Research and Theory for Evidenced-Based Practice.

SEMESTER/YEAR:	Fall 2026

FACULTY:	Sandy Nielsen, PhD, CNE
	Assistant Professor 
Office: Edwards Hall 219
Campus Phone: 309-438-0177
Email: sdknigh@ilstu.edu

OFFICE HOURS: 	Face to Face Edwards 219: Monday/Wednesdays 10 am -12:00 pm and 2-3 pm by appointment. Please send an email request to request an appointment. If I am in the office and not in a meeting, and my door is open, students are welcome.
CLINICAL FACULTY:	NA
CATALOG DESCRIPTION: Examination of the mechanisms and theories related to the development of disease and the pharmacodynamic effect of therapeutic drugs on the human body.

COURSE OVERVIEW: This course builds on and extends knowledge acquired by students in applicable lower-division courses and in Nursing 239. The mechanisms and theories related to the development of disease and the pharmacodynamic effects of therapeutic drugs on the human body are discussed. The nursing process provides the learner with the theoretical basis for making pharmacotherapeutic inferences relative to pathophysiologic data collected from clients with complex health deviations.
DAY/TIME/LOCATION: Section 003: M/W 12:35-13:50, EDW 306
Exceptions:
· [bookmark: _Hlk218784408]September 7, 2026 Labor Day Holiday
· October 26 and 28 TBD (recorded lectures, possible zoom)
· November 21-29 Thanksgiving Vacation
· Finals week begins on December 6. Final TBD.
· All Assignments must be turned in before finals week; no points will be earned for assignments turned in after the last normal class day, Wednesday, December 2, 2026, at 11:59 pm. 
COURSE OUTCOMES:
At the successful completion of this course, students will be able to:
1. Examine the relationships of pathogenesis of selected disease processes, risk factors, and corresponding health promotion strategies.
2. Analyze relationships among aspects of disease processes (manifestations, diagnostic studies, pharmacotherapeutics).
3. Synthesize knowledge of pharmacotherapeutics (classification, actions, uses, adverse effects, nursing implications), to provide quality, patient-centered care.
4. Infer key information to communicate with patients, families and healthcare team members from pathophysiology and pharmacology knowledge.
5. Describe the role of evidence-based practice as it relates to pathophysiology and pharmacotherapeutics in providing effective nursing care.
REQUIRED RESOURCES: Medical dictionary, current APA source as needed.
Frandsen, G., & Pennington, S. S. (2025). Abrams’ clinical drug therapy: Rationales for nursing practice (13th ed.). Wolters Kluwer.
Hinkle, J. L., Cheever, K. H., Overbaugh, K. J., & Bradley, C. E. (2026). Brunner & Suddarth’s Textbook of Medical-Surgical Nursing (16th ed.). Wolters Kluwer.
Vallerand, A. H., & Sanoski, C. A. (2025). Davis’s drug guide for nurses (19th ed.). F. A. Davis. (See Milner Library for a free online version)

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES: Medical dictionary, current APA source as needed.
TECHNOLOGY skills and requirements, student and academic support, disability concerns: 
To be successful in the course, students need to have a basic working knowledge of and access to a computer, the internet, and various software programs, as well as good communication/netiquette and time management skills. http://ctlt.illinoisstate.edu/pedagogy/onlinecourses/learner/   
Technology Support: For technology support, please contact the ISU Technology Support Center: Get IT Help | Help - Illinois State

MATERIALS FEE: none

REQUIRED ASSIGNMENTS: see course calendar in Canvas Syllabus tab.

COURSE POLICIES: See the MCN Student Handbook for general class, clinical and exam attendance policies.
1. Arrange to meet with the instructor to clarify class material or if assistance is needed.
2. Only your ilstu.edu email address will be read and acknowledged by the instructor.
3. Power points assist in identifying significant content and guide structured note-taking. PowerPoints may not provide comprehensive content. Refer to other resources for additional content.
4. Group learning activities in class provide an opportunity to apply course concepts.
5. The opportunity to make up any course assignment will not be allowed unless there is an excused absence, such as a Dean of Students absence. Students will incur a late penalty for last submissions that are not due to an excused absence. Refer to the syllabus topic Make-up assignments for details on points awarded for late work in NUR339.
6. In-class assignments will be taken during the scheduled class (e.g., not earlier). Students must be in attendance unless there is an excused absence. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the instructor prior to an absence regarding missed in-class assignments. Missed assignments should be made up before the end of the unit; otherwise, a zero will be entered as the score. See specific NUR339 make-up assignment guidelines and points awarded for late work under assignments in this syllabus.
7. Students may contact Peer Tutors for additional assistance.
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES:
Learning is an active process that results from exposure to information, ideas, and experiences, followed by reflection; as such, students will be responsible for:
1. Will have behavior consistent with being in a professional environment, which includes nondisruptive classroom behavior and professional communication. Refer to the Illinois State University Code of Student Conduct, and the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA)
2. Will not photograph or use audio or video devices to record classroom lectures or discussions or visual materials that accompany them (e.g., lecture slides, whiteboard notes/equations, quizzes, assignments, or care plans), without express written permission from the course faculty or a letter from SAAS indicating a need for these devices.
3. Will not share any course materials, including but not limited to: lecture slides, whiteboard notes/equations, quizzes, assignments, or care plans with people who are not currently enrolled in this course without express written permission from the course faculty.
4. Will plan to spend 2-3 hours outside class to read, study, and review content per hour of class, including pre-class preparation, completing assignments, and preparing for exams.
5. Will attend class per the MCN Student Handbook. If students will be absent, they should notify the instructor by email prior to the class/clinical time.
6. Will be prepared to take the exam on the scheduled exam days and times. 
a. Students who are unprepared to take the exam (ex., forgetting to bring a laptop; laptop not ready with exam format) are considered to have missed the exam, resulting in a 5% decrease in total score according to the MCN Student Handbook.
b. Depending on the length and reason for the absence, the exam must be made up within one week after returning.
c. The course instructor will make every effort to accommodate make-up exams; however, patterns of missed exams and assignments will be monitored. 
d. MCN Student Handbook guidelines on exams will be followed for exams and exam reviews.
e. Cell phones will be stored in front of the class with your other belongings. Cell phones are not to be in your pockets. You will need to have your cell phone turned off. Your cell phone should not allow vibration noise during an exam.
FACULTY RESPONSIBILITIES
· Will be on time and prepared for class.
· Will be available during office hours 
· Will ensure that the classroom environment fosters learning for all students
· Will respond to emails within 48 hours on weekdays; weekend emails may be returned on Monday, unless out of office.
· Will maintain an accurate grade book with assignment grades entered in a timely manner.
STUDENT PERFORMANCE EVALUATION METHODS:
[bookmark: _Hlk218789577]To ensure test-taking security and consistent testing practices, the Mennonite College of Nursing (MCN) adheres to the National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) guidelines for administering the National Council Licensure Exam (NCLEX). The testing guidelines are published in the MCN Student Handbook.

The Mennonite College of Nursing grading scale is:
A = 90-100% / B = 82-89% / C = 74-81% / D= 66-73% / F = less than 66%

*It is the student’s responsibility to monitor course points throughout the semester and notify the instructor promptly (within two weeks of the due date) if an issue with grade submission is noted (eg: missing or incorrect points on assignments).

Grading Philosophy: Instructors record the number of points a student earns. Instructors do not “award” points or give extra points. Students are not in competition for points; it is possible for all or no students to achieve an A, a B, a C, or even a D or F score.

Combined unit and final exam scores must be 74% or higher for students to receive a passing grade in the course. For this course, the total exam points must total 407 points or higher to achieve 74%. If the student does not accrue 74% on the combined unit and final exam, the student will fail the course with a “D” or “F,” depending on the number of points accrued, and the exam average will be the final grade. No exam scores or final course grades will be rounded. Extra credit is not given to raise exam scores. No grade changes for prior assignments will be made after the final examination is given. 

This course is graded using points/weighted categories according to the following: 

	Assignments
	Total Points
	Approximate
Percentage

	Unit Exams (100 points each)
	400
	 48

	Final Exam
	150
	18

	Syllabus Quiz
	10
	1

	ATI Assignments
	120
	15

	Pre-class Review Quizzes
	15
	1

	Exam Wrappers
	40
	5

	In-Class Quizzes 
	90
	11

	Total
	825
	100%


INSTRUCTIONAL METHODS:
[bookmark: _Hlk218785911]This course may utilize class presentations (lecture or recorded lecture), discussion, quizzes, reading assignments, ATI module assignments, and additional resources as provided within the unit
CANVAS NAVIGATION: 
Access the Canvas course through the MyIllinoisState portal using your ULID and password.
[bookmark: _Hlk218785996]ATTENDANCE
Class attendance is crucial to your academic success. Attendance may be taken on each class day and tracked by the instructor. Frequent absences noted on the attendance tracking may result in an email from the instructor regarding class absences. If absenteeism continues following a meeting with the instructor, the instructor will submit a Performance Improvement Plan (PIP) form. You are responsible for attending class and completing all assigned academic work. 

You should familiarize yourself with the university policy to understand Dean of Students Excused absences. You are responsible for arranging with the instructor to complete any missed coursework following an excused absence. 
TOPICAL OUTLINE / TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:
	TOPICAL OUTLINE:

	I
	Course Introduction: Review of Previous Course, Introduction to Nerve Conduction

	II.
	Autonomic Nervous System (Sympathetic and Parasympathetic), Disorders, Neurologic Disorders

	III.
	Cardiovascular System Disorders

	IV.
	Gastrointestinal Disorders (Upper and Lower, Liver, Gallbladder, Pancreas)

	V.
	Fluid and Electrolyte Disorders

	VI.
	Acid-Base Disorders

	VII.
	Endocrine System Disorders (Pituitary, Thyroid, Adrenal) 

	VIII.
	Hematologic System Disorders (Red Blood Cells and Anemias) 

	IX
	Hematologic System Disorders (Hemostasis/clotting)

	X.
	Neoplasia Disorders 

	XI
	HIV/AIDS


Exams 
[bookmark: _Hlk218786356]This course uses “Canvas Quizzes” for Exams
Students’ laptops must meet operating system requirements as outlined by the university, be charged, and able to sustain a charge for a minimum of three hours. If a device fails during an exam, the faculty member will determine the appropriate course of action for completing the examination. 
NOTE: Paper exams will not be provided when the student fails to prepare in advance for the exam, e.g., by ensuring that their laptop meets university specifications or by forgetting to bring their laptop. Students are required to contact Tech Zone if their computer does not function for the exam.
For accommodation for exams, please do so as soon as possible to allow sufficient time to process your request. You must make your exam request to SAAS three days in advance and take it in the SAAS office. (NOTE: If the student fails to arrange to take the exam in the SAAS office, the student may take the exam on a laptop with the rest of the class and have the same amount of time allotted and exam conditions as the rest of the class).
[bookmark: _Hlk218786502]Missed Exams:
In the event of an illness or other circumstances resulting in an absence on the day of an exam, the student has the responsibility to contact the instructor who is to give the exam prior to the exam and make arrangements to take the exam. 
Per the MCN Undergraduate Handbook, in order to maintain academic integrity and fairness, the following policy applies to unexcused absences during test taking: 
1. First Missed Course Exam: An automatic deduction of 5% from the total exam score. Alternative exam formats may be given. 
1. Second Missed Course Exam: An automatic deduction of 10% from the total exam score. Alternative exam formats may be given. 
1. Third Missed Course Exam: Automatic zero on that exam. 

[bookmark: _Hlk216444292]Exceptions: Exceptions to this policy may be made under extraordinary circumstances in consultation with the Student Success team. Students must provide valid documentation and communicate with the instructor as soon as possible to discuss potential exceptions. Please refer to the Dean of Students Office to determine what is an excused absence.

Students are expected to make up the exam within five business days of return to classes or clinical, per faculty discretion. A different exam may be administered, at the instructor’s discretion, when a student takes a make-up exam. After the student returns to class or clinical, if the student does not make up the missed exam within five business days, the instructor will enter a zero for the missed exam.
Arriving late for exams will not be tolerated, as it may disturb other test-takers. If a student is more than 10 minutes late for an exam, they may need to reschedule at the faculty member's discretion. If you arrive late for an exam and are allowed to take the exam, you will only have until the end of class time to complete the test; no extra time will be provided. This policy also applies to being late to SAAS and Testing Services. A student who is more than 10 minutes late for an exam may also incur a missed exam penalty as outlined above.
[bookmark: _Hlk218786920]Exam Reviews
Unit exam reviews will be provided in a timely fashion. Generally, reviews will be planned to occur during the next scheduled on-campus class. Students are encouraged to schedule an appointment with the faculty member if they are unable to attend test reviews in class. Students who have not yet taken the exam will be dismissed during exam reviews.
· If a student wishes to further review the exam results, the review must be scheduled with the instructor no later than two weeks after the exam, during regular office hours on a first appointment basis. In-person meetings are preferred because online or telephone meetings cannot include specific exam items/concepts.
· Students who fail to attend an appointment that was scheduled by them will not be allowed to schedule future exam review appointments.
· Students may review the final exam for the semester following course completion by scheduling a meeting with the faculty member.
· During exam reviews:
· The student’s desk or tabletop must be clear of any items, except their computer. Lock Down Browser is required to view the exam electronically.
· Students may not reproduce the exam in any way; therefore, no paper, cell phones, or other electronic devices will be allowed during the exam reviews.
· It is expected that students and faculty will remain civil during exam reviews. Faculty may stop the review at any time or ask disruptive students to leave the review. Disruptive students may be excluded from future exam reviews at the faculty's discretion.
[bookmark: _Hlk218787129]Graded Assignments:
In-Class “Quiz” Activities
In-class activities are completed by the end of class, or as designated by the instructor, as indicated in the course calendar. Each quiz is worth 5 points. You are allowed and encouraged to work with classmates on the quizzes. Notes and/or electronic devices are not allowed when taking a quiz. Quiz points will not be considered within the required 74% “Exam” points. 
Absence or leaving early: If the student is not present in class at the time of the quiz, they will not be able to make up the points lost due to the absence. In-class attendance may be taken to confirm attendance.
Make-up in-Class Quizzes: If work is missed due to an unexcused class absence, Students cannot make up this work. Therefore, two extra quizzes will be provided to review relevant material, one in the first half of the semester and one in the second half. These additional quizzes are optional. The first extra quiz submitted by the announced due date will be used to drop the lowest quiz score for content covered for Units 1 and 2. The second extra quiz submitted by the announced due date will be used to drop the lowest quiz score for unit 3 content until the final.
Prework
These activities are designed to help students look ahead to class and contain vital information to understand the class content. These activities must be completed before class attendance to be viable for points. 
Exam Wrappers (Exam preparation and planning self-assessment)
Exam Wrappers will be completed. It is important that students review their exam score, and general concepts missed to be able to adequately respond to the Exam Wrapper prompts.
· If students are not in class on exam review day, they may be unable to complete the Exam Wrapper assignment. In that case, students should make an appointment with the instructor for exam review.
Subsequent Exam Wrappers are opportunities to reflect on the strategies you used that were successful and what you will do differently. Self-reflection is important to learning. 
ATI Assignments
ATI is a tool available to help you throughout the nursing program. Some topics require you to review the entire module and complete the module quiz, while other topics only require review of portions of the module, in which case you will complete a Practice Quiz found under the assessment tab on your ATI dashboard.

Assignments are clearly noted on the course calendar and in the Assignment information in the module. Assignments can be completed early.
· When you have completed the correct ATI module/practice test, verify completion by submitting the Attestation Quiz for grading. Completion of the test/quiz will be verified by the ATI report following the due date.
· Late assignments will automatically receive 10% penalty per day late per Canvas.
· Ten days after the assignment was due, the assignment is considered missing and earns 0 points. 
·  Please contact the instructor if a late penalty is assigned but during an excused absence.
· Assignments due during an excused absence from the Dean of Students Office will not be penalized if completed prior to the next exam.
· No assignments can be handed in during finals week. All assignments are due by Thursday before finals at 23:59, and no late assignment points will be earned if not turned in by Saturday before finals at 23:59.
· Students must achieve 80% or better on the ATI “module tests” or “practice quizzes” to get full points for the assignment.
· Read the assignment carefully as names are similar, so you complete the correct quiz. Completing the wrong quiz will result in a score of 0 until the correct quiz is completed, and will may constitute a late submission and loss of points as indicated under makeup assignments.
[bookmark: _Hlk218789220]ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT:
· [bookmark: _Hlk218789234]Students are responsible for reviewing and adhering to all policies and procedures outlined in the Illinois State University Code of Student Conduct.
· Students are responsible for reviewing and adhering to all policies and procedures outlined in the Mennonite College of Nursing Student Handbook.
Academic integrity 
[bookmark: _Hlk218789291]As per the MCN Student Handbook, students must follow all policies relating to class. 

As per the Illinois State University Code of Student Conduct: Academic Integrity Policy the faculty retains the right to determine a grade penalty for unauthorized means of assistance (books, notes, papers, articles, third parties, generative artificial intelligence) to complete written assignments.
· Possessing or utilizing any means of unauthorized assistance to complete an examination and communicating any content about examinations before, during, or after completion, and being involved in the unauthorized collection, distribution, solicitation, or sale of academic materials completed by a third party is a violation of the  Student Code of Conduct.
· Code of Conduct Violations will impact grades, which could lead to academic action up to and including termination from the program, and alleged violations of the Student Code of Conduct, which could lead to disciplinary action up to and including dismissal.
· Content generated by an Artificial Intelligence third-party service or site (AI-generated content) without proper authorization and attribution is a form of academic dishonesty. If you are unsure about whether something used in your work requires attribution, please reach out to me to discuss it as soon as possible. Allegations of academic dishonesty will be referred to Student Conduct and Community Responsibilities for review under the Student Code of Conduct. Students found responsible for academic dishonesty may also be assigned a grade penalty by the instructor.
· AI may be used for NUR339. It is the student’s responsibility to verify the information is accurate. 
· Any faculty-developed course materials (including but not limited to power points, exams, quizzes, drug tables, outlines) may not be entered into an AI service for any reason. 
[bookmark: _Hlk218789374]STUDENT ACCESS AND ACCOMMODATIONS:
Any student needing to arrange a reasonable accommodation for a documented disability and/or medical/mental health condition or other reason should contact Student Access and Accommodation Services at 308 Fell Hall, Office Phone (309) 438-5853, Video Phone (309) 319-7682 or visit the website at StudentAccess.IllinoisState.edu.
HEALTH INSURANCE PORTABILITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 1996 (HIPAA) COMPLIANCE
Students are expected to maintain the confidentiality of all client information. To avoid academic and legal penalty under the HIPAA law, DO NOT discuss your client outside of clinical, use his or her full names, initials, or other identifiers on your paperwork, take home documents with identifiable information, leave charting/paperwork unattended in the clinical site, or post information or photos of clients on your social media accounts. Be vigilant in your discretion and protection of clients’ privacy. Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA). When referring to situations in class from actual persons, no identifiable information may be shared. 

CAMPUS RESOURCES:

Title IX
Illinois State University’s Title IX Coordinator is available to assist students with coordinating specific actions, including reasonable modifications, to ensure equal access due to pregnancy or related conditions. This applies to pregnancy, childbirth, termination of pregnancy (either naturally or through medical means), lactation, and conditions related to or recovery from pregnancy, childbirth, termination, and lactation. The Title IX Coordinator can be reached in the Office of Equal Opportunity and Access at (309) 438-3383, EqualOpportunity@IllinoisState.edu, or by mail at Campus Box 1280, Normal, IL 61790-1280.
Illinois State University’s Title IX Coordinator is available to assist students with facilitating supportive measures and to discuss options as a result of sexual assault, intimate partner violence, or stalking. All ISU faculty and staff are responsible for reporting disclosures of these crimes to the Title IX Coordinator, so that the student may be contacted about their rights and resources available to them. The Title IX Coordinator can be reached in the Office of Equal Opportunity and Access at (309) 438-3383, EqualOpportunity@IllinoisState.edu, or by mail at Campus Box 1280, Normal, IL 61790-1280. More information is available 24/7 at TitleIX.IllinoisState.edu.
Student Navigator Program
The Student Navigator program is a student-led, peer-to-peer initiative in the Dean of Students Office designed to assist students facing economic hardships and basic needs crises. Referrals are available to resources for food, textbooks, housing, finances, health, and more. 
For more information, please visit the following link: https://deanofstudents.illinoisstate.edu/services/student-navigator/ 
Campus Safety
Illinois State University is committed to maintaining a safe environment for the University community. Please download the SafeRedbirds app, the official safety application for Illinois State University. Students should also consult information posted in each classroom about emergency shelters and evacuation assembly areas (both are indicated on stickers inside every classroom).
Mental Health
Life at college can get very complicated. It’s common to face challenges in college, whether they relate to academics, identity, relationships, mental health, or other personal matters. If you're feeling stressed, overwhelmed, anxious, depressed, or simply need someone to talk to, you're not alone—help is available.
Student Counseling Services (SCS) provides FREE and confidential counseling to all students, inclusive of all backgrounds, identities, and experiences. You can visit SCS in person at 320 Student Services Building, make an appointment online through the Secure Student Health Portal, or call (309) 438-3655 to access services. Additional information can be found at Counseling.IllinoisState.edu.
In addition, TimelyCare is a free, 24/7 virtual mental health and well-being platform for ISU students. It offers immediate access to mental health support, including on-demand mental health counseling, scheduled counseling visits, health coaching, and digital self-care. You can access TimelyCare by visiting online or through the Redbird Well page on the ISU mobile app, or by downloading the TimelyCare app.
Please don’t hesitate to use these services, and feel free to reach out to your professor if you need help connecting with campus support. Your health and well-being matters.
SYLLABUS ACKNOWLEDGMENT
Complete the Syllabus Quiz in Canvas week 1.
The course instructor retains the right to make exceptions and adjustments to these guidelines as needed. Any changes or adjustments take effect upon notification in Canvas.

Fall 2026

