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HISTORICAL AND CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL WELFARE POLICY AND PROGRAMS

CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
Critical analysis of the history and impact of the United States’ contemporary social welfare programs, policies, and related issues. 3 semester hours.

Prerequisites: SWK 223 (Human Behavior and Social Environment I); SWK 325 (Generalist Practice I: Individuals), and SWK 326 (Practice Skills Laboratory); and SWK 310 (Practice with Diverse Populations.

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course introduces students to social policy development in the United States and subsequently effective policy analysis. It is specifically designed to strengthen students' knowledge of the social, political, and economic forces that shape social welfare policy. Additionally, the course explores how the lives of the people that are served are affected by those forces, and ways that social workers can influence them.  The course begins with a review of the basic concepts, theories, and history of social welfare policy. It then critically examines major social welfare policies and programs that are relevant to generalist social work practices. The final portion of the course is devoted to “policy practice”, or understanding the policy formulation and implementation process, and how to promote social and economic justice on behalf of vulnerable populations — particularly children, women; the aged; racialized/ethnic or cultural minorities; sexual and religious minorities; people with disabilities, and economically disenfranchised people.

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER COURSES 
SWK 222 builds on SWK 170 (Introduction to Social Work), which introduced students to some of the historical development of social welfare as an institution and social work as a profession. SWK 222 introduces social work students to policy analysis and the role of the policy-based or macro level practitioner, to provide the basis for understanding the relationship between policy and practice in subsequent social work courses.

COURSE GOALS
The goals for the course are to:
1. Advance students’ knowledge of historical, social, political, and economic forces that impact contemporary U.S. social welfare policy.
2. Enhance students’ understanding of current social policies and programs.
3. Develop students’ awareness of the influences and mechanisms of bias, discrimination, and oppression within policy formation.
4. Provide students with a framework for analyzing policies and programs impacting generalist social workers and their clients.
5. Introduce skills to influence the formation of social policies and programs to promote social and economic justice.
6. Familiarize students with key social welfare policy resources that serve as the basis for assessing policy.
7. Increase students’ understanding of the relationship between social work values and ethics to the fair and just operation of the social welfare system. (To review, visit NASW’s ethics 
8. Examine factors that have led to over-representation of racial/ethnic or cultural minorities and those oppressed due to their gender, age, ability, sexual orientation, or religious affiliations among social welfare programs serving the disadvantaged.
9. Present the role of social work in developing and implementing adequate and fair social welfare policies and programs.

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
Upon completion of this course, students will have achieved the following learning objectives. Each learning objective corresponds to a specific class or class (see “Course Schedule” for details).
1. Describe the history of social welfare responses to social problems.
2. Describe the role of social workers in the development of social welfare policy and macro practice.
3. Explain key social welfare theories and concepts.
4. Recognize the key tenets of major U.S. political philosophies.
5. Identify major social problems currently affecting vulnerable populations in the U.S. 
6. Describe key U.S. poverty, health care, nutrition, child and family, aging, and civil rights policies.
7. Identify the impact of differential access to social welfare for oppressed and disenfranchised groups.
8. Apply policy analysis frameworks to U.S. social welfare policy.
9. Analyze social welfare policy for its compatibility with social work values and ethics.
10. Compare U.S. social welfare policies to other Global North social welfare policies.


[bookmark: Text32]REQUIRED TEXTBOOK AND READING

Main Text 
— Karger, H. J., & Stoesz, D. (2023). American social welfare policy: A pluralist
approach, 9th ed. New York: Pearson.  


EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS 
Attendance and Participation: 
Students are expected to attend and participate in all class sessions, whether face-to-face or online. A student should not be enrolled in a social work course if other obligations will consistently interfere with getting to class sessions regularly and punctually. More than two unexcused absences in a sixteen-week class will result in a lowered grade for the course. Repeated tardiness or leaving class early will also result in a lowered grade. Students should work with the Dean of Students' office to obtain documentation of excused absences for illness, bereavement, etc.  

Students are advised to form study groups with 2-4 peers to serve as resources for notes, class reviews, etc. in the event of their absence. Students may also visit me during my office hours. 

Bereavement: 
Students who experience the death of an immediate family member or relative as defined in the University Student Bereavement Policy will be excused from class for funeral leave, subsequent bereavement, and/or travel considerations. Students are responsible for providing appropriate documentation to the Dean of Students' office and for contacting Dr. Stephens as soon as possible to plan for completing missed work. More information on the Student Bereavement Policy is available at Student Bereavement Policy

Student Access and Accommodation 
[bookmark: _Int_5myttpQK]Any student needing to arrange a reasonable accommodation for a documented disability and/or medical/mental health condition should contact Student Access and Accommodation Services (SAAS) at 350 Fell Hall, (309) 438-5853 (voice), (309) 319-7682 (video phone) or visit the website at https://StudentAccess.IllinoisState.edu or Student Access and Accommodations. Students should notify Dr. Stephens immediately so available accommodations can be provided.  

Missed or Late Work: 
If a student misses a class, that student is responsible for any missed class content. As a general rule, missed in-class work generally cannot be made up. This includes things like quizzes, exams, and presentations.

Promptness in completing assignments and course readings is a requirement. All assignments are due on the date assigned (See “ASSIGNMENTS” and “SOCIAL WELFARE PROGRAM DEBATE”). When an extenuating circumstance occurs, appropriate arrangements must be made in advance to avoid an automatic 10% grade reduction for lateness. Late assignments may be accepted at the discretion of Dr. Stephens but will receive an automatic 10% reduced grade. An additional 10% grade deduction will be added for each additional week of late assignments unless prior arrangements have been made with Dr. Stephens. No assignments will be accepted after the last day of class.

A grade of incomplete (I) is given only in rare circumstances. Please note that any student who has received a grade of incomplete is not in academic good standing. As a result, they cannot enter their social work practicum until the incomplete has been successfully cleared. ALL Students must earn a “C” or higher in the class to be eligible for practicum. 

Examinations/Quizzes: 
Examinations and quizzes must be taken during the specified period. Make-up tests and quizzes, as a rule, will not be permitted. Only in extraordinary circumstances will this occur.

Class Preparation:  
Students are expected to have prepared thoroughly for each session. Preparation includes reading all of the assigned course materials prior to class and watching the assigned materials prior to class. You should summarize the content and be prepared to discuss it. I suggest that you write any questions or reactions that you have to the material. Finally, endeavor to make connections between concepts in current readings, earlier readings, and your understanding of professional practice.

Students are strongly encouraged to:

— Students are required to complete the assigned readings and other assignments prior to the following class and are encouraged to re-read them. 

— Carefully review and highlight the handouts and lecture notes that summarize, expand on, or introduce additional material related to the textbook chapters.  

— Regularly review notes and outlines to increase retention and understanding of course material. Research shows regular review enhances retention compared to one long study session.

— Review the contents of the internet material discussed in class. 

— Discuss readings and class lecture material with other students, form study groups, and explain concepts to others.

— Schedule consultation time with Dr. Stephens as needed.

Written Work: 
Written work should show thoroughness, accuracy, clarity, and professionalism. Such writing generally requires first writing, then review, then editing and rewriting.

— All submitted work should be submitted as Microsoft Word or PowerPoint. These are available in Office 365. (Do not use PDF formats or any formats that are not compatible with Microsoft Office to submit your assignments. These will be rejected, and students will receive a zero.)

1. All work should be carefully proofread and corrected. Papers should be free of errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuation. Points will be deducted for spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors. (Tip: Plan out the completion of your assignments to include time to use the review tab in Microsoft word to avoid loss of points for punctuation and grammar errors.)

1. All papers written must use peer review sources and must include citations which follows the style requirements of the 7th edition of the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association. This reference text also provides excellent information on the organization and writing of papers. An excellent resource for questions about APA format and other paper writing skills is the Purdue University on-line writing laboratory at www.owl.english.purdue.edu 

1. All work must be typed. Each assignment should be titled, dated, annotated with your name (or all names of members of the group) and uploaded to the appropriate Canvas Assignments tab. 

1. Papers should use standard margins. The Microsoft Word default setting for margins is 1” top, 1” bottom, and 1” each left and right. The header and footer default setting is 0.5” from the edge.

1. Papers should use the department standard font: Times New Roman 12-point font.

1. Students should retain electronic copies of all work submitted to Dr. Stephens via Canvas.

Nondiscriminatory Language: 

Oral presentations, class discussions, and written work must be done in a way that is consistent with the Council on Social Work Education’s (CSWE) anti-racist, diversity, equity, and inclusive and non-stigmatizing language (ADEI). Dr. Stephens may or may not return papers for revisions in language prior to final grading. Always make use of people's first language. Ex. Instead of handicapped people, say people with disabilities. 
Anti-Racism, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Statement:
The School of Social Work acts to create an inclusive environment for all students. To do so, defy racism, anti-blackness, and systems of oppression in our community. Our goal is to work toward equity, justice, and belonging. We will act collaboratively, working with students, faculty, staff, alumni, campus and community members to train, educate, and empower individuals to dismantle structures that perpetuate racism and injustice. We will act strategically to identify and challenge systems that perpetuate racism, while building systems that support equity.
The Illinois State University School of Social Work has worked diligently to respond to concerns about racism, anti-blackness, and other forms of marginalization against Black, Indigenous, People of Color (BIPOC) members in society, on our campus, and within our School. Our efforts are reflective of the professional standards established by the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE), which serves as our national accreditation organization.  

Specifically, the Council on Social Work Education’s (CSWE) accrediting standards (2022 EPAS ADEI Information) affirm and strengthen the enduring commitment of social work education programs to principles of anti-racism, diversity, equity, and inclusion. CSWE supports social work education programs in developing a workforce of social workers who are knowledgeable about the ways positionality, power, privilege, and difference affect practice areas, and how social workers challenge systems of oppression that affect diverse populations. 

CSWE encourages programs to provide opportunities for students to: 
• Explore critical issues related to anti-racism, diversity, equity, and inclusion,
• Understand how racism and oppression shape human experiences and how these two constructs influence practice at all levels. 
• Advocate for change. 




Dr. Stephens’ Positionality as Instructor of Record

As a professor, I believe in being as inclusive as possible. As such, I do not require students to agree with me. I believe that we are all continuing to learn and grow. However, I do ask that whenever you disagree with me, please provide an empirically based source on which you base your perspective versus just sharing your opinion. Why? Because opinions are the least reliable source of information and learning.  

Academic Integrity: 
Students are expected to be honest in all academic work, consistent with the academic integrity policy as outlined in the Code of Student Conduct. All work is to be appropriately cited when it is borrowed, directly or indirectly, from another source. Unauthorized and unacknowledged collaboration on any work, or the presentation of someone else’s work, is plagiarism. Students are expected to complete tests and other written assignments individually, unless specified by the instructor. They are also expected to participate fully and equally in group work.  

Use of AI in this Course:
In this course, the use of generative AI tools such as ChatGPT is not permitted to fully complete assigned work. As a faculty member, I am open to the use of AI to generate ideas, but students are not allowed to use AI to totally complete their work in this course. Any use of AI on assignments must include proper references, citations, and prompts in an appendix. Please know that using AI to FULLY complete assigned work or without proper citations will be considered academic dishonesty, and you will be referred to the Dean of Students Office under the Code of Student Conduct. Specifically, if you opt to use AI, you must cite it, because not citing it in your references constitutes plagiarism. To cite AI tools, use the following:

Reference List
This is what your citation in the reference list should look like. 
OpenAI. (2023). ChatGPT (Mar 14 version) [Large language model]. https://chat.openai.com/chat
In-Text Citation
This is what your in-text citation should look like (OpenAI, 2023)

Plagiarism, cheating, and all other forms of academic misconduct are not only considered a violation of university regulations but are also considered a serious breach of the ethical code of conduct for the social work profession. Students in a social work education program are expected to abide by the ethical standards of the profession set by the National Association of Social Workers. The National Association of Social Workers (NASW) Code of Ethics is available to students on the internet at NASW Code of Ethics. In certain circumstances, I am required to refer violations to the Office of Student Conduct and Conflict Resolution.

Electronics:  
Students’ use of electronic devices such as cell phones, tablets, and laptops in class is limited to accessing class-related material and/or to complete in-class activities. Students found to violate this requirement will receive zeros for their course participation. Subsequent violation of this requirement may result in removal from the class. 

[bookmark: _Int_Z7qhbe3Q][bookmark: _Int_ZBJzkFpR]Additionally, students may not take photographs or use audio or video devices to record classroom lectures, discussions, or visual materials that accompany them (e.g., lecture slides, whiteboard notes/equations). The rationale for this rule is to foster a learning environment where all students can engage freely without being concerned about anyone external to the class seeing or hearing something that they said in class. Students with accessibility concerns and may need to record classroom lectures or discussions, must first contact Student Access and Accommodation Services (SAAS) to register, request and be approved for an accommodation. Upon receipt of the letter approving accommodations, I will schedule a meeting with the student to discuss how to best accommodate them while maintaining the integrity of the class. Students who violate this course policy may be subject to both legal sanctions for violations of copyright law and disciplinary action under the campus Code of Student Conduct. 

ASSIGNMENTS  
The following assignments are designed to facilitate and measure student progress on course learning objectives. Promptness in completing class assignments is essential.  Late assignments may be accepted, but will be given an automatic 10% grade reduction, and an additional 5-10% grade reduction for each additional day they are late. Applied in-class activities must be completed on the day they are assigned, and students must be present to receive credit. Quizzes cannot be rescheduled.  

Assignment #1: Applied In-Class Activities —100 points
Due: Weeks 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 13, 15, In-Class -- Worth 10 points each. 
In-class Applied Activities are designed to increase students’ understanding of course readings and lecture material and prepare students for exams. Applied Activities will be assigned during nine class sessions (worth 100 points) and are due at the end of that class period. Students must be present to receive credit unless their absence is officially excused by the Dean of Students' Office. 

Activities are graded on (a) thoroughness of completion, (b) demonstration of comprehension, (c) correctness of application, (d) quality of critical analysis, and (e) incorporation of life experience, previous learning, current events, and/or course material. 

Assignment #2: SPENT Decisions & Reflection Paper – 100 points  
Due: Monday, September 21, 2026
  
SPENT is a simulation that helps students learn more about the working poor, poverty and homelessness. In the game, each student must make the difficult decisions necessary to live for one month on $1000, often having to choose between equally disagreeable options, such as a healthy meal and working electricity, or covering the minimum on credit cards and paying the rent. 

This assignment has two parts: 

1. The first part: students must take a screen shot to document their completion of the simulation and their final outcome. Specifically, show if you made it to the end of the month with any money? If so, how much money did you have at the end of the month?

2. The second part: As you make each decision, document that decision and add a sentence or two explaining your rationale for making it. and. Why did you make that decision? For example, at the beginning of the simulation, you will ask where you want to live. If you choose to live closer, I want to know why you choose to live closer to your job? There is usually some sort of trade off, and this is why I am asking for your choices. All of this should be written in a 1–2-page reflection paper that will be uploaded to Canva in the appropriate assignment portal.

Assignment #3: Poverty Simulation Reflection Paper -- 50 points
Due: Monday, October 26, 2026, 11:59 pm (No Exceptions Unless Otherwise Agreed Upon) 

Students will participate in a **mandatory** Poverty Simulation on Monday, October 26, 2026, from 8:50 am—3:50pm, at the ISU Alumni Center, 1101 N. Main St., Normal.  
(Students will remain at the Alumni Center in the afternoon to participate in a learning activity.)

Poverty Simulation Reflection Paper Guidelines

By Monday, November 2, 2026, at 11:59 pm (No Exceptions Unless Otherwise Agreed Upon), students will submit a 1 ½--to 2-page double-spaced individual reflection paper. 

1. Students must describe the “role” and activities in which they engaged during the simulation.  

2. Discuss specific insights and conclusions gleaned from the poverty simulation about what it is like to receive social welfare from a client’s perspective. (Refer to specific aspects of the simulation.)

[bookmark: _Int_QMeSTTJM]3. Recommend specific policy and/or system changes targeted to better serve their simulation family and families like them. (Directly link recommendations to the characteristics and circumstances of the family.) 

Assignment #5: Social Welfare Program Debate & Research Summary -- 125 points 

Students work in groups of 2 to research and analyze a major U.S. social welfare program. Groups are expected to describe the key provisions of the program from the perspective of a social worker making client referrals to the program and should focus on implementation of the program in Illinois. The programs can be national programs, but groups must describe how the State of Illinois has implemented the program. 

Groups develop a joint presentation that addresses points A through I. 
Use the heading structure provided below.  

Program Description
A. Program Name 

B. Statistical overview of the social problem(s) the program addresses that includes: (a) data on the prevalence and severity of the problem(s), (b) groups most affected by the problem, (c) factors that contribute to the existence of the problem (i.e., causes), and (d) consequences of experiencing the problem. (If the program addresses multiple problems, select one or two problems to discuss.) Do not describe clients served by the program, but people and groups affected by the problem(s) in society as a whole. ***All Group Members ***  

C. State and/or Federal Law/Regulation that established the program. 

D. Goals of the program. (Explanation of what the program aims to achieve (i.e., intended outcomes). 

E. Explanation of benefits (describe the specific tangible things clients receive from the program, such as cash, services, opportunities, protections, rights, etc.). *** Do not discuss the outcomes of the program here, reserve them for the Program Analysis (Section I) ***

F. Eligibility Criteria— (a) Method of determining who is covered by the program (who can receive services (residency, income, age, assets, etc.), (b). List of client characteristics and factors used to determine eligibility; & (c) Explanation of the formula for determining eligibility.

G. Referral process—(a) Overview of referral procedures and application process, whether clients can self-apply (including name and address of agency to refer clients to and a copy of the application), (b) Walk the class through application process describing forms, timeline for eligibility determination, etc., and (c) Provide an actual application (paper or online) for the class to review. (If the actual application is not available, provide a detailed description of the application.)

H. Administrative Agency and Funding Level — (a) Identify the federal, state, local or combination of agency(ies) that administer and oversee the program, (b) Funding Source, and (c) Funding amount (level of) funding allocated to the program for a recent year.

I. Policy Analysis - Analyze the social program according to the following evaluative criteria: 

(a) Manipulability — extent to which the factors identified in the goals are realistically achievable through the intervention(s) that the program provides. (Assuming that A impacts B, therefore it is assumed that changes to A will change B.)  
 
(b) Adequacy — extent to which the benefits and services provided to recipients are sufficient (adequate) to alleviate recipients’ experiences of the social problem.

(c) Consumer Sovereignty — The degree to which clients can exercise choice and control over the nature of the goods and services they receive (i.e., client self-determination).

[bookmark: _Hlk206359130](d) Coercion and Intrusiveness — The extent that the program intrudes upon clients’ privacy and autonomy taken away/reduced through social control mechanisms like program rules/regulations, procedures, penalties, etc. 

(e) Stigmatization and Alienation — To what degree does the program portray or perpetuate an image of clients as having lesser value, subjects them to public disapproval, or estranges them from mainstream society.

J. APA Reference List.  It is expected that students will utilize the 7th edition of APA standards. https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/reference_list_basic_rules.html 

Written Products:
 
1. Program Summary – One jointly written group summary covering points A thru I, with APA in-text citations. 
Provide a hard copy to Dr. Stephens at the assigned due date. 

►Use of bullet points where appropriate is suggested. 
►Each group members’ name should be on the summary.
► Students are advised to bring a separate copy of the summary for their own use during the presentation.

2. Upload the Program Summary to the Social Welfare Program Student Debate Folder (linked in the Social Program Presentation Assignment Module). Only one group member needs to do this but make sure all group members’ names are on the document. (This must be uploaded for the instructor to grade the assignment.)

Students will be assigned to one of the following social welfare policy topics:

[bookmark: _Hlk206352251]1.  Supplemental Security Income (SSI) 
2.  Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children (WIC)
3.  Head Start
4.  All Kids (associated with S-CHIP and Medicaid)
5.  Housing Choice Voucher Program (Section 8)
6. Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) (formerly Food Stamps) 
7.  Title I: Individualized Education Program (IEP) & Every Student Succeeds Act
8. Child Care Assistance Program (CCAP) (Illinois)
9. Child Support Services Program (Illinois)
10. Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)
11. Medicaid
12. K-12 Free Lunch Program
13. Mass Undocumented Persons Deportation (specifically I am interested in what impact this may have on citizens who were born in the U.S. or became legal citizens.)

Grading – Grades are based on thoroughness and accuracy of completion. See the Social Welfare Program Debate Presentation Module for the grading rubric.  

Peer Evaluation - Students will complete a peer evaluation form, which evaluates the quality of participation of other group members in the presentation preparation process. This provides an opportunity for students to share with Dr. Stephens the division of labor on the project. 

Tips for Completing the Project:
1. Address each part of the assignment thoroughly within the full presentation summary provided by Dr. Stephens.  
1. Review the grading rubric to ensure all assignment guidelines are addressed because deductions will be made for missing components. 
1. Seek assistance from Milner librarians or the reference desk if you cannot locate specific information after conducting an initial literature search. 
1. Review the SWK 222 Milner Library Course Page for appropriate resources.  
1. Bring a separate copy of the individual written summary (in addition to the one provided by the instructor) for your use during your presentation. 
1. The program evaluation should utilize professional literature supported by in-text citations. 
1. Exam questions should be in multiple choice format only.  
1. References should be cited throughout the Summary and Policy Analysis. But they are not required in any separate material developed for the presentation to the class, such as a Power Point presentation.
 
1. Remember to upload the Program Summary in the Social Welfare Program Debate Student Upload Folder. 

[bookmark: _Hlk206359257]Assignment #6: TQE Facilitations

These student-led discussions related to the assigned readings will begin on September 8th. This assignment requires each student discussion facilitator to come up with their own Thoughts, lingering Questions, and Epiphanies from the assigned reading that was due for that class. 
 
Class attendance and participation -- 70 points
Attendance is taken at the beginning of each class. Students who arrive late to class are responsible for letting the instructor know that they were present--either during the break or at the end of class—on the day that they were late. Students with zero absences receive full credit for attendance (25 out of the 50). Students with 1-2 absences will receive a 2.5-point deduction for each missed class. Students who miss three or more classes, whether excused or unexcused, are only eligible for up to 12.5/25 points for attendance. Participation 

GRADING 
[bookmark: _Int_AzeCAH86]Grades will be assigned in accord with the following scale. Students must achieve the full value of the lower end of each subscale to be awarded the corresponding letter grade. 

 	A 90-100% --- 450 pts –500 pts
B 80-89%   --- 400 pts – 449 pts
C 70-79%   --- 350 pts – 399 pts   * All Social Work classes require a grade of “C” or better 
D 60-69% --- 300 pts – 349 pts 
F   59-0%   --- 299 pts – 0 pts


Grade Allocation:
Grades for the course will be assigned using the following formula:

Applied In-Class Activities          		 (100 points)
Weekly Quizzes		    	 	 (100 points)
TQE Facilitation				 (    5 points) 	              	
Poverty Simulation Reflection Paper 		  ( 50 points)
Social Welfare Program Debate		 (125 points)
Spent Documentation & Reflection Paper	 (  50 points)
Attendance/Participation 			 ( 70 points)
Total	                                     (500 points)

COURSE SCHEDULE 
	 Week 1: 

	General Topic: Course Introduction; “Dual nature” of Social Work Practice 

	Day and Date:

	Monday, August 17, 2026

	Required 
Readings: 
 
	Course text:
- Dual Nature of Social Work Handout

	Assignment / Activity: 
	In-Class Applied Activity #1 – Dual Nature of Social Work Analysis


	Week 2: 

	General Topic: Major U.S. Political Philosophies

	Day and Date:

	Monday, August 24, 2026


	Required 
Readings: 
 
	Course text and Handout: 
- Karger & Stoesz, Chapter 1, “Social Policy and the American Welfare State”
- Major U.S. Political Philosophies Handout 


	Assignment / Activity:
	In-Class Applied Activity #2 –American Political Philosophies Comparison 


	Week 3: 

	General Topic: History of U.S. Social Welfare Policy


	Day and Date: 
	Monday, August 31, 2026


	Required Reading:
	Course text: 
Karger & Stoesz, Ch. 2, “The Origins of American Social Welfare,” 


	Assignment / Activity:
	
In-Class Applied Assignment #3 – Historical Concepts

	Week 4: 

	General Topic: No Class- Labor Day


	Day and Date: 

	Monday, September 7, 2026

	Week 5:
	General Topic: Identity and Social Status

	Day & Date: 

	Monday, September 14, 2026

	Required 
Readings: 
	Karger & Stoesz, Ch. 4, Discrimination & Stigma in American Society

	Assignment / Activity:
	TQE Facilitations 
In-Class Applied Activity #4 –

	Week 6: 

	General Topic: Defining and Measuring Poverty


	Day & Date: 

	Monday, September 21, 2026

	Required
Reading
	Karger & Stoesz, Ch. 5: “Poverty in America”- Measuring Poverty Handout


	Assignment/
Activity:
	TQE Facilitations 
In-Class Applied Activity #5
Spent Documentation & Reflection Paper Due
Social Welfare Policy Debates Begin

	Week 7: 

	General Topic: Social Insurance

	Day and Date: 

	Monday, September 28, 2026

	Required 
Readings: 
	Karger & Stoesz, Chapter 10, “Social Insurance Programs.”
Read Ch 10 in advance & bring the textbook to class for an in-class exercise.


	Assignment / Activity:
	TQE Facilitations 
In-Class Applied Activity #7 – Social Security Analysis
Social Welfare Policy Debates

	Week 8: 
	General Topic: Public Assistance Programs 

	Day and Date: 

	Monday, October 5, 2026


	Required Reading: 

	Karger & Stoesz, Ch. 11, “Public Assistance Programs” - TANF Handout


	Assignment / Activity:
	TQE Facilitations 
Social Welfare Policy Debates
In-Class Applied Activity #6

	Week 9: 

	General Topic: Political Models

	Day and Date: 
	Monday, October 12, 2026

	Required 
Readings: 
 

	Karger & Stoesz, Ch. 8, “The Making of Government Policy” “Critical Analysis of the Policy Process” section. 


	Assignment / Activity:
	TQE Facilitations 
Social Welfare Policy Debates

	Week 10: 
	General Topic: Mental Health and Substance Abuse Policy


	Day and Date: 

	Monday, October 19, 2026


	Required
Readings:

	Karger & Stoesz, Chapter 13, “Mental Health and Substance Abuse Policy”



	Assignment/
Activity:
	 TQE Facilitations 
Social Welfare Policy Debates


	Week 11: 

	Poverty Simulation

	Day and Date:

	Monday, October 26, 2026

	Required 
Readings:
	Poverty Simulation


	Assignment/
Activity:
	Attendance is mandatory Poverty Simulation, from 8:50 am—noon, 
ISU Alumni Center, 1101 N. Main St., Normal, IL.

	Week 12: 

	General topic: Health Care Policy

	Day and Date: 

	Monday, November 2, 2026

	Required 
Readings:
	Course text and Handout:
Karger & Stoesz, Ch. 12, “The American Health Care System” - Healthcare Policy Handout


	Assignment/
Activity: 
	TQE Facilitations 
Poverty Simulation Reflection Paper Due 
Social Welfare Policy Debates 
In-Class Applied Activity #9


	Week 13: 

	General Topic: Child Welfare Policy

	Day and Date: 
	Monday, November 9, 2026


	Required 
Readings: 

	Karger & Stoesz, Ch. 15, “Child Welfare Policy”- Child Welfare Basics Handout
Major Child Welfare Legislation Handout


	Assignment/ Activity: 
	TQE Facilitations 
Social Welfare Policy Debates 

	Week 14:

	General topic: Housing Policy

	Day and Date:
	Monday, November 16, 2026


	Required Readings: 
	Karger & Stoesz, Ch. 16, “Housing Policies”
- Housing Policy Handout - McKinney-Vento Education Provisions Handout


	Assignment / Activity:
	TQE Facilitations 
Social Welfare Policy Debates 
In-Class Applied Activity #8 – Sociological Imagination Housing Policy Analysis


	
	Thanksgiving Break – No Class

	Day and Date 
	Monday, November 23

	Assignment / Activity:
	

	Week 15: 
	General Topics: Food Policy

	Day and Date: 
	Monday, November 30, 2026


	Required Readings: 
	Karger & Stoesz, Ch. 17, “The Politics of Food Policy” p. 369-381


	Assignment / Activity:
	TQE Facilitations 
Social Welfare Policy Debates

	Week 16: 

	General Topic: Criminal Justice

	Day and Date: 

	Week of Monday December 7, 2026

	Required Readings
	Karger & Stoesz, Chapter 14, Crime & Poverty

	Assignment /
Activity:
	TQE Facilitations 
Social Welfare Policy Debates
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