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Social Work 
TOPICS IN CHILD WELFARE

CATALOG DESCRIPTION 
Presentation and analysis of current child welfare topics and the role of the profession of social work. 3 semester hours. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
This course is for Social Work and related majors only and is presented through a partnership between Illinois State University School of Social Work and the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services (IDCFS). The knowledge and skills included in the DCFS Placement/Permanency Foundation Training curriculum are integrated throughout, and that content is included on the professional employment exams discussed below. 

This undergraduate social work course uses a seminar approach to presenting current child welfare policy, practice, and research issues that are intended to prepare students for potential employment in public and private child welfare agencies within the state of Illinois. The course includes expert speakers, participation in professional preparation exercises, and online content developed by the IL DCFS that focuses on the core competencies of knowledge and skill required for child welfare practice in Illinois. These competencies include family engagement, assessment of risk and safety, intervention, and permanency planning. Upon completion of both sections of the course, students are eligible for expedited Child Welfare Employee Licensure (CWEL). Please note that completion of this course alone does not automatically qualify a student for Child Welfare Employee Licensure but allows the student to expedite the CWEL process upon subsequent hire at a child welfare agency.  Students will take professional employment exams that will qualify them for certification in the Child Endangerment Risk Assessment Protocol (CERAP) and the Placement Specialty Exam that are required for those providing direct child welfare services to Illinois families with children placed in substitute care.

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER COURSES 
SWK 324/424 builds upon the knowledge of child welfare policies and practices provided in SWK 323/423 (Child Welfare Services) to learn current evidence-informed practice and policy content in greater depth and will provide students with knowledge and competence that will help prepare them for entry level employment in a child welfare agency. SWK 324/424 is highly recommended for those students who are concurrently placed in child welfare internships or plan to do their internships in child welfare agencies. Both 323/423 and 324/424 are highly recommended for social work students who intend to seek employment in a public or private child welfare agency.

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
Upon completion of both courses/all content in the DCFS University Partnership Program, students will be able to:
1. Recognize the importance of supervision and professional development.
2. Demonstrate ethical and professional behavior in child welfare casework.
3. Increase knowledge on workplace and field safety.
4. Demonstrate cultural competence in child welfare casework.
5. Develop Family First Motivational Interview skills.
6. Review Procedures 315 for permanency planning.
7. Engage families in the child welfare process.
8. Complete the required child welfare assessments.
9. Assess child safety using the Child Endangerment Risk Assessment Protocol (CERAP).
10. Follow service planning process.
11. Accurately and completely document case information.
12. Understand key concepts of court and legal proceedings.

[bookmark: Text32]REQUIRED READINGS (NO TEXTBOOK)
Available on Learning Management System and the DCFS Learning Development Center: 
1. Illinois Child Welfare Fundamentals Study Guide. Also available from Illinois Department of Children and Family Services www.dcfstraining.org 
2. Child and Adolescent Needs and Strengths:  Illinois Department of Children and Family Services Version (CANS Manual).
3. Child Welfare Services regular readings and on-line materials posted to Learning Management System and the DCFS Learning Development Center.
*Additional readings may be assigned by the instructor.

EXPECTATIONS OF STUDENTS 
*Attendance and Participation: Students are expected to attend and participate in all class sessions whether face-to-face or online. A student should not be enrolled in a course if other obligations will interfere with getting to class regularly and punctually. Participation includes students maintaining their camera on during scheduled class time. More than two absences will result in a lowered grade for the course. Repeated tardiness or leaving class early also will result in a lowered grade. 

*Class Preparation: Students are expected to have prepared thoroughly for each session. Preparation may include reading the assigned materials or completing assigned online webinars prior to class (see “COURSE SCHEDULE”), summarizing the content and being prepared to discuss it; writing questions or reactions to the material; and making connections between concepts in current webinars and earlier webinars.

Students are strongly encouraged to read other related materials, make notes, prepare study questions based on readings, case material, and instructor presentation/lecture materials; discuss readings and class lecture material with other students, form study groups, explain concepts to others, and schedule consultation time with the instructor as needed.

*Assignments: Promptness in completing online assignments, classroom assignments, and assigned readings is a requirement. All assignments are due on the date designated (See “ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMS” and “COURSE SCHEDULE”). 

Note: SWK424 Students will have one additional assignment during the course of the semester. 

*Missed or late work: If a student misses a class, he or she will be responsible for any missed class content. Missed in-class work generally cannot be made up. Only in extraordinary circumstances will arrangements be made for make-up tests, quizzes, and examinations.

*Nondiscriminatory language: Oral presentations and written work should use non-sexist, non-racist, and non-stigmatizing language. Be sensitive to your use of language.

*Academic Misconduct: Plagiarism, cheating, and all other forms of academic misconduct are not only considered a violation of university regulations, but are also considered a serious breach of the ethical code of conduct for the social work profession. Students are expected to remember that they are in the process of becoming professional social workers. As such, they are expected to abide by the ethical standards of the profession. The National Association of Social Workers (NASW) Code of Ethics is available on the Internet at www.naswdc.org.  The Illinois Department of Children and Family Services Child Welfare Code of Ethics is available for download at https://www.illinois.gov/dcfs/aboutus/OIG/Documents/CODE-OF-ETHICS-FOR-CHILD-WELFARE-PROFESSIONALS.pdf. 

*Special Needs: Students with special needs should notify the instructor immediately so that available accommodations can be made for the classroom as well for the required DCFS exams. Any student needing to arrange a reasonable accommodation for a documented disability should contact Disability Concerns at: https://studentaccess.illinoisstate.edu/

*Electronics: Laptops or 4G Devices are welcome in the classroom at the discretion of the instructor to take notes, complete in-class writing assignments, access electronic handouts in Learning Management System, and view the DCFS Learning Development Center (LDC) site only. (Electrical outlets in the classroom are limited.)

CLASS STRUCTURE
This course is taught using a weekly 3-hour seminar format that will include presentations by the instructor on the identified child welfare topics and are intended to prepare you for professional practice in a child welfare agency.  Expert speakers may also join the class over the course of the semester. 

ASSIGNMENTS AND EXAMS 
The following assignments and exams are designed to contribute to your professional practice knowledge as well as measure your progress on the learning objectives for this course.  

1:  Attendance and participation. As this course is focused on professional preparation for child welfare practice, your full attendance and participation in weekly discussions, learning exercises and interview activities is critical to being able to develop the necessary skills, understand the content and be able to pass the examinations associated with the course. Grade is subject to reduction with more than 2 absences. (25%) 

2:  Satisfactory completion of all assigned Learning Development Center online self-paced training modules. The instructor will refresh your memory regarding access to these On Demand Trainings/e-Learnings through the IDCFS Learning Development Center if necessary. Note: You do not need to repeat modules if they already show up on your Learning Development Center (LDC) transcript as “Completed.” Note: that those trainings listed as “optional” below can be assigned at the instructor’s discretion, but they will not be required for CWEL licensure eligibility. All e-Learnings noted as REQUIRED or highlighted will be completed as part of this course. The expectation in the field is that these optional trainings are to be completed 90 days post hire/licensure. (25%)
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LDC Self-Directed e-Learnings: *all bold are required 

· FF Overview e-Learning (.75) 
· FF EBIs e-Learning (1.25) 
· Workplace and Field Safety e-Learning (3.0) 
· Underlying Conditions: Domestic Violence e-Learning (2.5) 
· Underlying Conditions: Substance Misuse e-Learning (1.0) 
· Underlying Conditions: Developmental Disabilities e-Learning (1.25)
· Underlying Conditions: Mental Illness Parts 1 & 2 e-Learning (3.75) 
· Safe Sleep Practices (3.0) 
· Safety Assessment (3.0) 
· Engaging and Assessing Paramours (5.5) 
· Bridging Language Barriers (1.0) 
· DCFS Advocacy Office Tutorial (0.5) – OPTIONAL
· Early Childhood Intervention (2.0) 
· Social Media Mobile Technology Safety (1.5)— OPTIONAL
· Childhood Obesity (.50) 
· Lifebooks Tutorial (.50) 
· Employee Safety: A Review of AP #16 (2.0) – OPTIONAL
· Illinois Family Finding (1.0) 
· Indian Child Welfare Act (1.5) – OPTIONAL
· Ecomaps/Genograms (.75) – OPTIONAL
· Keeping Children Connected to Their Brothers and Sisters (1.5)
· Kin Gap (.50) 
· Language Barriers: Burgos Consent Decree/Limited English Proficiency (2.0) – OPTIONAL
· Normalcy: Reasonable and Prudent Parenting Standard (.50) 
· Missing, Runaway, and Abducted Children (1.5) – OPTIONAL
· Administrative Case Review (ACR) e-Learning (3.0) 
· Sexual Harassment (1.5) – OPTIONAL
· Significant Event Reporting (1.0) 
· Mandated Reporter Training (1.0) ** 
· CANS (3.0) **
Additionally, there is a separate LDC roster for 2 mandatory trainer-led units to be completed during class time this semester (See COURSE SCHEDULE):
 
· Kids and Older Caregivers (KOCG) (2)
· Family First Motivational Interviewing (6)
(Note: If you have any outstanding on-line learning requirements from SWK 323/423 or 324/424, you will be expected to complete them before you can be successfully licensed by the Illinois Department of Children and Family Services.)

3:  CERAP Examination (Based on content from CERAP classroom training and Safety Assessment On-Demand Training)
Facilitated via Zoom during class period Week 8, March 3rd, 2026. (25%)

4:  Placement Specialty Examination (Based on cumulative content of both courses/all materials) or CANS Examination Facilitated via Zoom during class period Week 15, April 21st, 2026. (25%)

GRADING 
Grades will be assigned using the following scale and formula:  
A  90-100% 				
B  80-89%				
C  70-79% 				
D  60-69%				
F  59% and below 											

Attendance/Participation: 		25%
On Demand Trainings:              	25%
CERAP Exam:				25%
Placement Specialty Exam:		25%
100%

COURSE SCHEDULE

	
Week 1
	
Welcome and Intro to Family First Motivational Interviewing 

	Day and Date
	Tuesday, January 13th, 2026

	Homework
	*Reading:  Review the syllabus and course assignments
*Illinois Child Welfare Fundamentals Study Guide

	Class Topic/Activity
	Introductions/Course Overview


	
Week 2
	
Family First Motivational Interviewing- Continued

	Day and Date
	Tuesday, January 20th, 2026

	Homework/
Online Learning
	*FF Overview e-Learning (.75)
*FF EBIs e-Learning (1.25)

	Class Topic/Activity
	Family First Motivational Interviewing - Continued


	Week 3
	Intro to Documentation/SACWIS/Intro to Unit 4 Assessments

	Day and Date
	Tuesday, January 27th, 2026

	Homework
	*Domestic Violence e-Learning (2.5)
*Substance Misuse e-Learning (1.0)

	Class Topic/Activity
	*Intro to Documentation & SACWIS
*Engaging Challenging Clients Interview Activity
*Intro to Unit 4 Assessments
*Stages of Assessment
*Protective Factors 

	Week 4
	Assessments— Continued/Underlying Conditions

	Day and Date
	Tuesday, February 3rd, 2026

	Homework
	*Case Contact Note (using rubric) based on Interview Activity in class
*Developmental Disabilities e-Learning (1.25)
*Mental Illness e-Learning (3.75)


	Class Topic/Activity
	*9 Domains of Child Wellbeing
*NAMI
*Childhood Obesity
*Assessment Tools
· Evaluating Safety (CERAP)
· Paramours
· Home Safety Checklist 
· Evaluating Risk
*Tying in Underlying Conditions to Assessment
*Intro to Underlying Conditions
· Six Steps of Critical Thinking
· Underlying Conditions
· Home Safety Checklist
· Infant Safe Sleep/Sleep-Related Deaths
· 7 Deadly Sins

	Week 5 
	Safe Sleep Practices (NO CLASS) 

	Day and Date 
	Tuesday, February 10th, 2026

	Homework 
	*Safe Sleep Practices (3.0) 

	
Week 6
	
Child Endangerment Risk Assessment Protocol- CERAP

	Day and Date
	Tuesday, February 17th, 2026 

	Homework
	*Safety Assessment (3.0) 

	Class Topic/Activity
	Safety Based Model
Assessing for Safety Concerns and Risks
Definition of Safety & Risk
Mini-Case Scenario Activity
Steps to Determine Safety
Safety Threat Criteria
Safety Threats Activity

	  
Week 7
	
Child Endangerment Risk Assessment Protocol-CERAP

	Day and Date
	Tuesday, February 24th, 2026

	Homework
	*Engaging and Assessing Paramours (5.5) 

	Class Topic/Activity
	Paramours
CERAP Definition of “Caregivers”                     
Family Strengths/Mitigating Circumstances
Safety Decisions
Safety Planning
Lease Intrusive Setting
Safety Plan Requirements/Considerations
Preparing for the CERAP Examination

	
Week 8
	
CERAP Exam

	Day and Date
	Tuesday, March 3rd, 2026

	Homework
	*Study for CERAP Exam

	Class Topic/Activity
	

	
Week 9
	
SPRING BREAK! (NO CLASS) 

	Day and Date
	Tuesday, March 8th, 2026

	Homework
	None! Enjoy your break.

	
Week 10
	
Kids and Older Caregivers
OIG

	Day and Date
	Tuesday, March 17th, 2026

	Homework
	*Bridging Language Barriers (1.0) 
*Early Childhood Intervention (2.0) 

	Class Topic/Activity
	KOCG Content
OIG

	
Week 11
	
Integrated Assessments/Juvenile Court Review/Unit 5: Introduction to Interventions & Service Planning

	Day and Date
	Tuesday, March 24th, 2026

	Homework
	*Childhood Obesity (.50) 
*Lifebooks Tutorial (.50) 
*Illinois Family Finding (1.0) 

	Class Topic/Activity
	*IA Activity
*Juvenile Court Review
*Lifebooks

	Week 12
	Service Planning Continued

	Day and Date
	Tuesday, March 31st, 2026

	Homework
	* Casenote from IA Activity to turn in
*Keeping Children Connected to Their Brothers and Sisters (1.5) 
*Kin Gap (.50) 
*Normalcy: Reasonable and Prudent Parenting Standard (.50)

	Class Topic/Activity
	*Discuss Homework
*Visitation/Shared Parenting
*Concurrent Planning
*Permanency Goals
*Gold Standard
*Adoption/Guardianship Activity
*Service Planning—Continued
*Visitation/Shared Parenting
*Concurrent Planning
*Permanency Goals
*Gold Standard 

	
Week 13
	
Service Planning Continued/Case Monitoring Evaluating Progress

	Day and Date
	Tuesday, April 7th, 2026

	Homework
	*Administrative Case Review (ACR) e-Learning (3.0) 

	Class Topic/Activity
	*ACR
*Service Planning Activity
*Service Planning Worksheet
*Service Planning Interview/Role Play Activity
*Case Monitoring and Evaluation Progress

	
Week 14
	
Placement Specialty/CANS Exam Review

	Day and Date
	Tuesday, April 14th, 2026

	Homework
	*Significant Event Reporting (1.0) 
*CANS (3.0)
*Study for Placement Specialty exam

	Class Topic/Activity
	*Discuss Homework
*Placement Specialty Exam Review
*Course Wrap-Up

	
Week 15
	
Placement Specialty Exam/CANS Exam (1.5)

	Day and Date
	Tuesday, April 21st, 2026

	Homework
	*Study for Specialty Exam

	Class Topic/Activity
	 

	
Week 16
	
Reviews & Retakes (Scheduled) 

	Day and Date
	Tuesday, April 28th, 2024

	Homework
	

	Class Topic/Activity
	

	
FINALS WEEK
	
Nothing! All Done

	Day and Date
	


Congratulations on completing SWK 324/424. Best of luck applying for Child Welfare positions!
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