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NUR 515: DISSERTATION PROPOSAL DESIGN
MENNONITE COLLEGE OF NURSING
ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY


COURSE NUMBER:				NUR 515
COURSE TITLE:				Dissertation Proposal Design
ACADEMIC CREDIT:				3 credit hours
PLACEMENT IN CURRICULUM:		PhD Program
PRE/COREQUISITES:	Graduate standing in Nursing and/or consent of instructor
SEMESTER/YEAR:				Summer 2026

FACULTY:				
John Blakeman, PhD, RN, PCCN 
Associate Professor
Office Phone: (309) 438-3128
Cell Phone: (217) 820-0443
jrblak1@ilstu.edu 

OFFICE HOURS:
· Drop-in hour on Fridays from 11:30 am 12:30 pm on Zoom. 
· Click on this link, or copy and paste this link into your browser: https://illinoisstate.zoom.us/j/9457358282 
· And by appointment (including evenings/weekends, as needed)

COMMUNICATION GUIDELINES:
Email is preferred for non-urgent issues; text or call is preferred for urgent or time-sensitive issues. Please be sure to identify yourself in any text messages. My goal is to respond to your message within 24 hours during the work week and by Monday evening for any emails sent to me on the weekend. If you do not hear from me within this time frame, please feel free to re-contact me.

CATALOG DESCRIPTION
Intensive, semester-long workshop where students apply advanced research design to develop a polished draft of their dissertation proposal.

PhD PROGRAM OUTCOMES
The PhD in nursing science prepares the nurse/individual to 
· Lead the development of science to advance effective practice, education, and health care policy
· Serve the evolving healthcare interests of humankind through the integration of research, teaching, practice, and service
· Educate, mentor, and guide the next generation of clinicians, researchers, policymakers, and educators
· Lead and collaborate across disciplines to promote scholarship, teaching, mentoring, practice, and service

COURSE OBJECTIVES
At the successful completion of the course, the student will:
1. Develop a comprehensive, succinct, and technically accurate written draft of their dissertation proposal.
1. Apply principles of advanced research design to proposal development.
1. Balance internal and external validity or trustworthiness with an analysis of feasibility of the proposed study.
1. Synthesize and present in oral form the relevant aspects of their dissertation proposal.

TOPIC OUTLINE
I. Required Elements of a Successful Dissertation Proposal
II. Rubrics/criteria for Evaluating Research Proposals
III. Principles and Application of Scientific Writing for Research Proposals
IV. Principles and Application of Peer Review

REQUIRED RESOURCES:

American Psychological Association. (2020). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (7th ed.). https://doi.org/10.1037/0000165-000  

Other than the APA manual, no specific resources are required. Students are encouraged to use research design, statistics, theory, proposal development, and other textbooks and resources previously purchased for other courses. There are also many other books and resources that can be purchased or requested from the library, supporting the specific proposal design, methodology, and/or methods. The faculty will also provide links to additional readings and media, as needed.

REQUIRED ASSIGNMENTS:
See the evaluation methods section of this syllabus. Note that all course assignments must be completed to earn an A or B in this course. (In other words, a student may not opt to skip an assignment, even if they would still earn an A or B based on points accumulated from other assignments.)

ASSIGNMENT SUBMISSION AND LATE WORK:
Assignments should be submitted by the stated due date/time on Canvas. Repeated late work represents unprofessional behavior.  However, situations sometimes arise that necessitate an assignment being late.  If you experience unforeseen circumstances or require an extension, please send me an email or text informing me that you need to submit your assignment late. This message must be sent prior to the due date and time. You will automatically be granted a 24-hour extension, even if I do not immediately respond.  Longer potential extensions should be discussed with me, in addition to repeated late submissions.

Assignments submitted late without the above-described notification process and without discussing alternative due date arrangements may be assessed a 5% deduction in grade (based on the total points possible for the assignment) for every day the assignment is late. Again, students are encouraged to discuss the need for assignment extensions with me. 

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES
You will: 
· Complete course readings and assignments by due dates.
· Adhere to College policies and procedures outlined in the MCN Graduate Student Handbook.
· In the event of academic difficulty, maintain open lines of communication with course faculty so that appropriate interventions can be implemented.
· Be accountable for your own learning.

FACULTY RESPONSIBILITIES
I will:
· Ensure that expectations for student performance are clear and readily available.
· Encourage contact between students and faculty.
· Make every attempt to create a respectful and productive active learning environment.
· Promote reciprocity and cooperation among students.
· Provide prompt feedback on student progress.

ACTIVE LEARNING STRATIGIES
Educational researchers have established that students who are actively engaged in learning are more likely to understand and be able to apply content and critical thinking processes. In this course, we will use a variety of activities, assignments, and evaluation strategies to ensure that students are engaged in learning. Some of these include:
· Seminar/Discussion/Peer review
· Assigned readings
· On-line learning activities/writing
· Consultation with instructor/advisor
· Student presentation of own work

EVALUATION METHODS

The Mennonite College of Nursing Graduate Program grading scale:
A = 90-100% / B = 80-89.9% / C = 70-79.9% / D= 60-69.9% / F = less than 60%

Grading:
This course is graded using points, based on the following assignments:
	Assignment*
	Points Possible

	Discussion Board: Introductions & Dissertation Study Idea
	25

	Discussion Board: Purpose/Aims/Research Question(s), Design, and Theoretical Integration
	25

	Dissertation Proposal Draft (introduction, purpose/aims/research questions/hypotheses, literature review, theoretical framework, research design) 
	50

	Proposal Presentation
	50

	Peer Review of Proposal Drafts
	25

	Final Dissertation Proposal
	100

	Total Possible:
	275

	*Note: All course assignments must be completed to earn an A or B in this course. (Example: A student may not opt to skip an assignment, even if they would still earn an A or B based on points accumulated from other assignments.)



You will need to earn the following points to achieve the listed letter grade (no rounding):
	Letter Grade
	 Minimum Points required

	A
	247.5

	B
	220

	C
	192.5

	D
	165

	F
	<165


POLICIES
Artificial Intelligence or A.I. in the Classroom
· In this course, the use of generative AI tools (such as ChatGPT or Adobe Firefly) is not permitted to complete or write assignments. Use of a generative AI tool to complete assigned work in whole or in part may be referred under the Code of Student Conduct academic dishonesty provisions for further action by the Dean of Students Office. Students may use generative AI tools to support their independent study of course topics but should do so with the understanding that generative AI tools may not always produce trustworthy or accurate information. AI tools may also be used to assist with general brainstorming and idea development, in combination with other means, such as independent thinking and human collaboration (i.e., discussion with peers, faculty advisor, course faculty).

Student Accommodation Statement
· Any student needing to arrange a reasonable accommodation for a documented disability and/or medical/mental health condition should contact Student Access and Accommodation Services at 308 Fell Hall, Office Phone (309) 438-5853, Video Phone (309) 319-7682 or visit the website at StudentAccess.IllinoisState.edu.

Mennonite College Of Nursing Handbook
· Students are responsible for reviewing and adhering to all policies and procedures outlined in the Mennonite College of Nursing Student Handbook, which can be found at the bottom of the MCN Student Life page (or copy and paste this link: https://nursing.illinoisstate.edu/studentlife/)

Illinois State University Student Code Of Conduct
· Students are responsible for reviewing and adhering to all policies and procedures outlined in the Illinois State University Student Code of Conduct (or copy and paste this link: https://deanofstudents.illinoisstate.edu/conduct/code/)

Absences
· Absence for Bereavement, Active Military Duty, Serious Communicable Disease
· If you need to miss class due to the loss of a family member, active military duty, or required quarantine/isolation for a serious communicable disease, contact the Dean of Students Office to request that a formal excused absence notice be sent to your instructors. The Dean of Students Office can send a courtesy notice to your instructors about other absences, but many other absences (including routine illness for which isolation/quarantine are not indicated) are governed by the absence policy for this course and are not excused under university policy.
· Absence for University-Authorized Activity
· If you need to miss class due to a university-authorized activity, as defined by University policy, it is your responsibility to (1) inform instructors of scheduled absences in advance, (2) provide a schedule of all semester absences, as soon as you know, where possible, and, (3) arrange to complete missed class work. Ultimately, it is your responsibility for any material covered in missed class(es).

Academic Integrity
· Academic integrity is expected in all educational endeavors. Students are responsible for upholding ISU policies related to academic integrity. 

Academic Progress: B Policy
· For the students enrolled in graduate coursework at Mennonite College of Nursing, a grade of a “B” is considered “minimum passing” work. Any student receiving a C or below in course must repeat the course. Students are allowed to retake a maximum of 3 hours of course work in each sequence in which they are enrolled. Students receiving a C or below in more than 3 hours will be terminated from the graduate program. GPAs are monitored by the Graduate School. Students with cumulative GPAs of less than 3.0 are notified by the Graduate School.


EXPECTATIONS FOR ONLINE AND CLASSROOM LEARNING 
· This course is taught online. As such, you are expected to have access to a reasonably up-to-date computer hardware and software and the internet. Details regarding technology requirements are located in the MCN Graduate Student Handbook.
· For each hour of course credit per week, you should expect to spend 3 to 4 hours of additional time on course learning. Thus, for this course, an average week will require 9 to 12 hours of time beyond class time.
· Course assignments, readings, and activities are paced throughout the semester. Please pay attention to due dates.
· Participation in forum discussions and module assignments are critical for successful completion of the course.
· When posting messages, discussion boards, etc., please be aware of correct network etiquette. Be respectful of other’s views, ideas, and beliefs. Avoid personal comments.


NOTICE THAT INSTRUCTOR MAY RECORD CLASS SESSION
This is notice that your instructor may record class sessions. Recordings made available at the discretion of the instructor are for use only by students enrolled in the class and only for the purpose of individual or group study. The recordings may not be reproduced, shared with those not enrolled in the class, or uploaded to publicly accessible web environments. Please do not independently record the course without prior written authorization from the instructor or an approved accommodation from Student Access and Accommodations Services.

