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CATALOG DESCRIPTION:
Acquisition of knowledge and skills needed to apply the nursing process in delivering care to patients with health problems in acute care settings.  
This course is a corequisite with the clinical course A01 courses. The clinical course requires 96 hours of clinical attendance and completion of satisfactory competencies as delineated in the Clinical Performance Evaluation Tool. Therefore, the unsatisfactory completion of AO1 NUR 231 resulting in an F in the didactic course is counted as one-course failure. Students receiving an unsatisfactory in AO1 will have to repeat both the didactic portion and the clinical portion following course failure. 
COURSE OVERVIEW:
This course builds on content introduced in Nursing 229 and related semester 1 courses. In this course, students will gain theory, practice, and evidence-based research skills. Students will plan, implement, and evaluate therapeutic nursing interventions for adult patients with acute and chronic disease processes that require episodic care. Students will have opportunities to apply caring, critical thinking, and communication skills to promote professional practice. The course emphasizes safe and holistic patient-centered care provision from the time of admission and transitioning through discharge.
COURSE OUTCOMES:
At the successful completion of the course, the learner should be able to:
1. Develop a culturally sensitive, person-centered plan of care to meet the unique needs of adults and their families in episodic care settings to promote restorative health in a safe, quality manner.    
2. Demonstrate effective client teaching.  
3. Describe economic, regulatory, and ethical issues in the care of adults in episodic care settings.   
4. Communicate effectively with persons, families, and healthcare team members using a variety of information modes to plan, coordinate, and implement nursing care.  
5. Collaborate with interdisciplinary health care team members to improve care outcomes.  
6. Use principles, theories, and evidence from nursing, biological, psychological, and social sciences to make clinical decisions for adult persons and populations.  
7. Reflect on strengths and areas of opportunity to improve interpersonal communication.  
REQUIRED MATERIALS:
If you do not have a copy of any of the books and find you need a copy, please check the library first or speak to the course leader before purchasing.
Deglin, J. H., Vallerand, A. H., & Sanoski, C. A. (2024). Davis's drug guide for nurses (19th ed.). Philadelphia, PA: F.A. Davis, or equivalent online alternative. [Online version available through Milner Library]
Gulanick, M., & Myers, J. (2024). Nursing care plans. (11th ed.). St. Louis: Elsevier/Mosby.
Hinkle, J. L., & Cheever, K. H. (2025). Brunner and Suddarth’s textbook of medical-surgical nursing (16th ed.). Philadelphia: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins.
Pagana, K. & Pagana, T. (2024). Mosby’s manual of diagnostic and laboratory tests (17th ed.). St. Louis, MO: Mosby/Elsevier. (or equivalent online alternative)
ATI books: Fundamentals, Medical-Surgical Nursing, and Nutrition
RECOMMENDED MATERIALS:
American Psychological Association. (2019 or later). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (6th ed.) or (7th ed., preferred). Washington, DC: American Psychological Association.
Porth, C. M. (2019). Essentials of pathophysiology (5th ed.). Philadelphia, PA: Lippincott Williams & Wilkins.
Venes, D., Thomas, C. L., & Taber, C. W. (2025). Taber’s cyclopedic medical dictionary (25th ed.). Philadelphia: F.A. Davis Company.
COURSE STRUCTURE:
This course is graded using weighted categories according to the following:
	Category
	Weight

	Exams
	70%

	Class activities and quizzes/assignments
	10%

	Success: ATI
	5%

	Success (Exam self-assessments, syllabus quiz, medication calculation quiz, master calendar assignment, other)
	5%

	Clinical assignments
	10%


See the separate document for the complete course calendar, including assignment due dates.
· Course assignments can be found on the complete course calendar on Canvas. 
· Clinical assignments include A-E and are assigned and graded per clinical faculty. Midterm and final Clinical Performance Evaluation Tools (CPETs) are required and assigned per clinical faculty.
TOPICAL OUTLINE / TENTATIVE SCHEDULE:
· Course Orientation
· Introduction to the Acute Care Setting
· Perioperative Concepts and Nursing Management
· Introduction to Normal Sinus Rhythm
· Fluids, Shock, and Blood Administration
· Stress, Adaptation, and Coping
· Care of Patients with Cancer
· Digestive Disorders
· Hepatic and Biliary Disorders
· Intestinal Disorders
· Bowel Disorders
· Diabetes Management
· Respiratory System Disorders
· Musculoskeletal System Disorders
· Female Reproductive Disorders
· Electrolyte Imbalances
· Breast Cancer Management
· Urinary Tract Disorders
· Immunologic Disorders
· Care of Clients with HIV/AIDS
· Male Reproductive Disorders
· Hematological Malignancies
· End of Life Care
STUDENT PERFORMANCE EVALUATION METHODS:
To ensure test-taking security and consistent testing practices, the Mennonite College of Nursing (MCN) uses the National Council of State Boards of Nursing (NCSBN) rules for taking the National Council Licensure Exam (NCLEX). The testing guidelines are published in the MCN Student Handbook.
The Mennonite College of Nursing grading scheme is:
A = 90-100% / B = 82-89% / C = 74-81% / D= 66-73% / F = less than 66%
Your grade in this course will be based on how many points you earn throughout the semester. Final grades will be rounded to the tenth decimal place and assigned a letter grade using the grading scale below.
	Percentage of Points You Earn
	Your Letter Grade

	> 90.0%
	A

	80.0-89.9%
	B

	70.0-79.9%
	C

	60.0-69.9%
	D

	< 59.9%
	F


*It is the student’s responsibility to monitor course points throughout the semester and notify the instructor promptly (within two weeks of due date) if an issue with grade submission is noted (ex.: missing or incorrect points on assignments).
Grading Philosophy: Instructors record the number of points a student earns. Instructors do not “award” points or give extra points. Students are not in competition for points; it is possible for all or no students to achieve an A, a B, a C or even a D or F score. Exam grades are not rounded. 
Exams: This course uses Canvas for exams, which requires the use of Respondus LockDown Browser.
Exam Reviews:
Limited unit exam reviews will be provided by course instructors prior to the next exam. Reviews may not include a visual of the actual exam questions. Students who achieve lower than 74% on each test are highly encouraged to schedule private, in-person review sessions. Online reviews will be limited to discussions and study habits. No review will be provided following the final exam.
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES:
Learning is an active process that results from exposure to information, ideas, and experiences followed by reflection. As such, students will be responsible for:
1. Behavior consistent with being in a professional environment, the Illinois State University Code of Student Conduct, and the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA).
Students may not photograph or use audio or video devices to record classroom lectures or discussions or visual materials that accompany them (e.g., lecture slides, whiteboard notes/equations, quizzes, assignments, or care plans), without express written permission from the course faculty.
Students may not share any course materials, including but not limited to; lecture slides, whiteboard notes/equations, quizzes, assignments, or care plans with people who are not currently enrolled in this course without express written permission from the course faculty.
Students spend 2-3 hours outside class to read, study, and review content per theory hour of class (8-12 hours per week).
ATTENDANCE, ABSENCES, AND MISSED WORK:
As stated in the Undergraduate Catalog and the MCN Student Handbook, you are responsible for attending class and completing all academic work. You should familiarize yourself with University policy to understand which absences are excused and which are not. You are responsible for planning with instructors to complete missed coursework after an excused absence. If you need advice on how to manage an extended absence or want notification of your absence sent to your instructors, contact the Dean of Students Office.
Absence for Bereavement, Active Military Duty, Serious Communicable Disease
If you need to miss class due to the loss of a family member, active military duty, or required quarantine/isolation for a serious communicable disease, contact the Dean of Students Office to request that a formal excused absence notice be sent to your instructors. The Dean of Students Office can send a courtesy notice to your instructors about other absences, but many other absences (including routine illness for which isolation/quarantine are not indicated) are governed by the absence policy for this course and are not excused under university policy.
Absence for University-Authorized Activity
If you need to miss class due to a university-authorized activity, as defined by University policy, it is your responsibility to (1) inform instructors of scheduled absences in advance, (2) provide a schedule of all semester absences, as soon as you know, where possible, and, (3) arrange to complete missed class work. Ultimately, it is your responsibility for any material covered in missed class(es).
Routine Absence
If you miss a regular, non-exam-day class period for a reason that was not planned and does not fall into the categories previously stated (e.g., illness, alarm error, emergency), any work submitted during the class period cannot be made up. 
Extended Student Absence
You should contact the Dean of Students Office (DoS) at DeanofStudents@IllinoisState.edu or (309) 438-2008 to report absences of three (3) or more consecutive days and/or discuss how to manage an extended absence.
Missed Exams
An exam can be made up if it was missed due to bereavement, military duty, serious communicable disease, or an emergency (e.g., car accident, hospitalization). In this case, communicate with the instructor about your absence on the exam day, or as soon as possible if you are incapacitated. Documentation will be required. Do not share medical documentation for illness, hospitalization, or injury; please provide a note from your healthcare provider directing the specific dates of isolation or healing time. After communication, you will need to set up your make-up exam with the course instructor. Testing Services may be used, located in 103 Moulton, using the RegisterBlast link in Canvas.
If students are unprepared to take the exam (examples include forgetting to bring laptop, laptop not ready with exam format, oversleeping, or other non-emergent reasons), they are considered to have missed the exam resulting in a 5% decrease in total score as noted in the MCN Student Handbook. 
STUDENT ACCOMMODATIONS:
Any student needing to arrange a reasonable accommodation for a documented disability and/or medical/mental health condition should contact Student Access and Accommodation Services at 308 Fell Hall, Office Phone (309) 438-5853, Video Phone (309) 319-7682 or visit the website at StudentAccess.IllinoisState.edu. Please do so as soon as possible to allow sufficient time for processing your request for accommodation.
Religious Accommodations
The University provides reasonable accommodations for students’ sincerely held religious beliefs or practices except where such an accommodation would fundamentally alter the curriculum or academic program. Students seeking religious accommodations should submit a completed request for accommodation form  to Student Access and Accommodation Services. Ten (10) days’ notice prior to the proposed start date for the requested accommodation is requested.
Academic Integrity
You are expected to be honest in all academic work, consistent with the academic integrity policy as outlined in the Code of Student Conduct. All work is to be appropriately cited when it is borrowed, directly or indirectly, from another source. Unauthorized and unacknowledged collaboration on any work, or the presentation of someone else’s work, is plagiarism. In certain circumstances, it may be required to refer violations to the Student Conduct and Community Responsibilities, a unit of the Dean of Students Office. Academic dishonesty on exams will result in exam failure and referral to SCCR. Any subsequent academic dishonesty in the course will immediately result in course failure.
Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI)
In this course, the use of generative AI tools (such as ChatGPT or Adobe Firefly) are not permitted during the completion of any assigned work. Use of a generative AI tool to complete assigned work in whole or in part may be referred under the Code of Student Conduct academic dishonesty provisions for further action by the Dean of Students Office. Students may use generative AI tools to support their independent study of course topics but should do so with the understanding that generative AI tools may not be trustworthy.
MENNONITE COLLEGE OF NURSING HANDBOOK
Students are responsible for reviewing and adhering to all policies and procedures outlined in the Mennonite College of Nursing Student Handbook.
ILLINOIS STATE UNIVERSITY STUDENT CODE OF CONDUCT
Students are responsible for reviewing and adhering to all policies and procedures outlined in the Illinois State University Code of Student Conduct.
HEALTH INSURANCE PORTABILITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY ACT OF 1996 (HIPAA) COMPLIANCE
Maintain confidentiality of all client information. To avoid academic and legal penalty under the HIPAA law, DO NOT discuss your client outside of clinical, use his or her full names, initials, or other identifiers on your paperwork, take home documents with identifiable information, leave charting/paperwork unattended in the clinical site, or post information or photos of clients on your social media accounts. Be vigilant in your discretion and protection of clients’ privacy. HIPAA Home | HHS.gov
RESOURCES FOR SUCCESS
Center for Civic Engagement
The Center for Civic Engagement's purpose is to bring clarity of vision and shared purpose to Illinois State University’s efforts in civic engagement. The scope for the Center for Civic Engagement is broad and includes in-class and out-of-class learning and experiences that partner with the local community as well as the global community. Although the Center is not the sole provider of campus civic engagement initiatives, it supports existing programs and serves as a catalyst to create, coordinate and expand future programming.
Commitment to Diversity, Inclusion, & Equitable Education
ISU is committed to creating and maintaining a working, learning, and living environment that is welcoming, supportive, respectful, inclusive, diverse, and free from discrimination and harassment. The Inclusive Community Response Team (ICRT) serves students by fostering an open and inclusive campus and responding to instances of hate and bias. You can learn more about how the team can help and report concerns on the ICRT website. 
The Multicultural Outreach Team (MCOT) is a group of staff, graduate students, and undergraduate students in Student Counseling Services dedicated to fostering an equitable, diverse, and inclusive university community for our minoritized students. MCOT offers workshops that promote dialogue about identity, empathy, stereotypes, bias, privilege, power, white supremacy, and systemic racism. You can learn more about MCOT at the MCOT website.
Student Technology Training
You are encouraged to take the Introduction to Technology Online Orientation, found at IllinoisState.edu/Quickstart. Additionally, technology support can be found at Help.IllinoisState.edu, which offers online chat and help articles, as well as phone support at (309) 438-4357. Walk-up support and computer repair and purchases are available from TechZone located on the first floor of the Bone Student Center as well as TechZone.IllinoisState.edu. Two software packages are available at no additional charge: Microsoft Office 365 (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, etc.) and Adobe Creative Cloud. You can download these packages for installation on their personal computers. You can view IT Help Desk articles for more information on Microsoft Office 365 and Adobe Creative Cloud. Students who do not have access to the technology they need to be successful in their coursework should contact Help.IllinoisState.edu or (309) 438-4357 to discuss options.
Student Counseling Services (SCS)
Life at college can get complicated. SCS provides free and completely confidential counseling services to all students. If you are feeling stressed, overwhelmed, lost, anxious, depressed, or are struggling with personal issues, do not hesitate to call SCS at (309) 438-3655 or visit SCS, located at 320 Student Services Building. You can also visit the SCS website to make an appointment or access a crisis hotline at Counseling.IllinoisState.edu.
Julia N. Visor Academic Center
The Julia N. Visor Academic Center offers tutoring, workshops, and specialized programs to help you succeed. The Visor Center is located on the lower level of the Vrooman Center, between Manchester and Hewett Halls. Services are offered both in-person and virtually. Visit the Visor Center website to learn about how to take advantage of these services.
Student Health Services (SHS)
All students who register for at least one credit hour are eligible to use all services offered at the SHS clinic. The outpatient medical services provided are comparable to those offered by most physician clinics. The clinic is accredited by the Accreditation Association for Ambulatory Health Care, Inc. and fulfills the necessary state and federal requirements. The clinic is staffed by licensed personnel, including physicians, advanced practice nurses, pharmacists. The staff of the SHS recognizes the Rights and Responsibilities of All Patients through the development and publishing of a Patient's Rights and Responsibilities Statement. The SHS is in the Student Services Building. You can make an appointment by calling SHS at (309) 438-2778 or visiting the SHS Appointment website. You can also contact the Nurse Consultation service at (309) 438-7676.
Campus Safety
Illinois State University is committed to maintaining a safe environment for the University community. Please download the SafeRedbirds app to stay connected in the event of an emergency. Also, please note the information posted in your classroom about emergency shelters and evacuation assembly areas. Both are indicated on stickers inside every classroom.
Overall Well-Being
When in doubt of whom to contact for help, contact the Dean of Students Office, no matter the issue. It is hard to learn if you are hungry or couch surfing. If you are having difficulty affording groceries, accessing sufficient food to eat every day, or securing a safe and stable place to live, help is available. The Dean of Students can connect you with resources beyond what is listed on this syllabus.

The course instructor retains the right to make exceptions and adjustments to these guidelines as needed. Any changes or adjustments are effective upon notification of the changes in Canvas.





NUR 231
Signature Page for Course Syllabus and Academic Integrity Statement

Directions: Either submit a hard copy in class or complete the syllabus “quiz” on Canvas to receive points.

1. I attest that I understand that my grade is my responsibility. Instructors do not award points but record the points I received. The grading scale according to the percentage in the hundredth place will not be altered for any student for any reason after the final exam.
Initials__________

I attest that it is my responsibility to clarify any questions I have about the course.
Initials__________

I understand that my success in this course as a combined clinical and didactic course is my responsibility, and all MCN undergraduate handbook and ISU codes of conduct are applicable.
Initials__________

2. I understand that clinical success requires “Satisfactory” performance on all CPET objectives by the last clinical.
Initials__________

I understand that late assignments may not be accepted; any adjustment of a due date must be made before the due date and at the prerogative of the instructor who is receiving the assignment.
Initials__________


My signature below indicates that I have read, understood, and clarified information in the course syllabus, including the academic integrity statement. 

Name: ______________________________
 
Date: _______________________________



