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CATALOG DESCRIPTION 

Agency-based case and program evaluation. Development of a research proposal that will be implemented in SWK 448. Concurrent registration required in SWK 498 and SWK 491. 2 semester hours. Prerequisites: Satisfaction of all MSW foundation requirements and graduate standing.

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

SWK 445 is the first of two advanced research courses in the MSW program. Students registered for this course are presumed to have, at a minimum, basic knowledge of the qualitative and quantitative research approaches used in the social sciences.

The major focus of SWK 445 is the application and analysis of research for case and program evaluation within social services agencies and schools. Students will learn how to design, appraise, and present proposals for evaluating social service interventions and programs. A major focus will be on how external factors, such as politics, resources, and expertise, can impact evaluation processes. 

A seminar format will be used for conducting classes. In addition to assigned readings and lecture material provided by the instructor, students are expected to bring questions and relevant readings to class for discussion.  The instructor will facilitate classroom discourse and anticipates lively discussion and debate.

RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER COURSES 

SWK 445 builds directly on the knowledge and skills acquired in an introductory research course (e.g., SWK 315, SWK 412). SWK 445 is also directly linked to SWK 448 Practice Evaluation II. The major assignment in SWK 445 will be to develop an evaluation proposal that will be implemented in SWK 448.

All undergraduate and graduate courses in the research sequence are structured to advance students’ cognitive learning in research as measured by Bloom’s classical taxonomy, which represents a continuum of basic to complex cognitive learning objectives. The learning objectives advance student learning beyond the knowledge and comprehension levels expected in SWK 412 Foundation Research. Specifically, SWK 445 emphasizes learning at the application and analysis levels of cognitive learning as presented below.

COURSE GOALS

The goals for the course are to:

1. Increase the ability to use research to improve social work practice, programs, and policies.
2. Promote understanding of the interrelated roles of evaluation and quality improvement.
3. Enhance the ability to integrate research with one’s practice.
4. Advance competency in research design.
5. Enhance sensitivity to potential bias in research.
6. Present the ethical considerations for the design and implementation of research.
7. Facilitate the development of research proposals.

STUDENT LEARNING OBJECTIVES 

Upon completion of this course, students will have achieved the following outcomes. Students will be able to:

1. Formulate a research question grounded in social work practice and informed by agency or district needs
2. Analyze scholarly literature to define the scope, significance, and background of a research problem
3. Synthesize relevant literature to identify relevant findings, gaps, and implications for a proposed study
4. Identify and describe preliminary components of a research proposal, including the research question, relevant variables, potential measures, participants, and data sources.
5. Apply ethical, culturally responsive, and human-subjects protection principles to school-based research proposal development
6. Present a research proposal to relevant stakeholders

CSWE COMPETENCIES COVERED

	Competency
	Associated behavior(s) 

	Competency 1: Demonstrate Ethical and Professional Behavior
	1a: Make ethical decisions by applying the NASW Code of Ethics, relevant laws/regulations, ethical decision-making models, ethical conduct of research, and other relevant codes.

	
	1b: Demonstrate professional behavior and oral, written, and electronic communication.

	
	1d: Use supervision and consultation to guide professional judgment and behavior.

	Competency 3: Engage Anti-Racism, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in Practice
	3a: Demonstrate anti-racist and anti-oppressive social work practice at the individual, family, group, organizational, community, research, and policy levels.

	
	3b: Demonstrate cultural humility by critically reflecting on bias, power, privilege, and values when working with clients and constituencies.

	Competency 4: Engage in Practice-Informed Research and Research-Informed Practice
	4a: Apply research findings to inform and improve practice, policy, and programs.

	
	4b: Identify ethical, culturally informed, anti-racist, and anti-oppressive strategies that address inherent biases in quantitative and qualitative research methods.

	Competency 9: Evaluate Practice with Individuals, Families, Groups, Organizations, and Communities
	9a: Select and use culturally responsive methods for evaluation of outcomes.



TEXTBOOK (Required)

Faulkner, S. S., & Faulkner, C. A. (2025). Research methods for social workers: A practice-based approach (4th ed.). Oxford University Press.

Note that students may purchase either the digital or physical copy.

COURSE POLICIES

Modality: This is an on-campus, in-person course. 

Attendance and Participation: A student should not be enrolled in a course if other obligations would interfere with regular, punctual class attendance. Your attendance during each class is mandatory. Students are also expected to arrive on time and stay for the entire class. Student who miss two or more classes may have their final grade reduced by 10% after they miss class for the third time, and by 5% for each additional course missed. 

Activities such as approved professional development related to fieldwork, religious observances, bereavement, and other absences identified in University Policy can be excused, provided the student follows appropriate protocol and communicates with their professor. Students who miss class for professional development will be asked to present their findings to their cohort to make up lost participation points.

The following University policies and procedures guide absences from class: 

· Policy 2.1.20 Equitable Treatment of Students Participating in University-Sponsored Activities 
· Policy 2.1.26 Student Absences Due to Service as a Volunteer Emergency Worker
· Policy 1.6 Religious Accommodations 
· Extended Illness and Bereavement 

Professional Readings: You are expected to read professional literature within your field of practice.  These readings may be assigned by the field instructor, task supervisor, the ISU faculty liaison, or identified by you. You are encouraged to share your learning with your peers through class discussions, online forum posts, and other activities. 

Written work should demonstrate thoroughness, accuracy, clarity, and professionalism. Such writing generally requires first writing, then review, then editing, and rewriting. 

· All work should be carefully proofread and corrected. Papers should be free of errors in spelling, grammar, and punctuation. 
· All work should follow APA 7th Edition guidelines. 
· Purdue University Online Writing Lab https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/ 
· All work must be typed, double-spaced, with numbered pages unless instructed otherwise. Each assignment should be titled, dated, and annotated with your name. 
· Papers should use standard margins unless instructed otherwise. The Microsoft Word default setting for margins is 1” top, 1” bottom, and 1.25” each left and right. The header and footer default settings are 0.5” from the edge. 
· Papers should use standard fonts. The standard font is Times New Roman, 12 point. 
· You should retain copies of all work turned in to the instructor. 
 
Missed or late work: As an adult learner, I expect you to take responsibility and initiative to submit work by the specified due date. Assignments can be submitted late, with a penalty of 10% per day. No assignments will be accepted after the final day of class.

This policy does not apply to presentations. Students are expected to present on the day they sign up. 
 
Nondiscriminatory language: As a learning community, we may make mistakes in our attempts to be inclusive. Oral presentations, written work, and classroom discussions should use non-sexist, non-racist, and non-stigmatizing language. When mistakes are made, we will focus on calling in rather than calling out, and we will be open to learning how our language has harmed others.   
 
Student Accommodations: If you need to arrange a reasonable accommodation for a documented disability and/or medical/mental health condition, contact Student Access and Accommodation Services at 350 Fell Hall, (309) 438-5853, or visit the website at StudentAccess.IllinoisState.edu.  
  
Academic Misconduct: You are expected to be honest in all academic work, consistent with the academic integrity policy as outlined in the Code of Student Conduct. All work is to be appropriately cited when it is borrowed, directly or indirectly, from another source. Unauthorized and unacknowledged collaboration on any work, or the presentation of someone else’s work, including your own previous work, is plagiarism. In certain circumstances, I may be required to refer violations to the Office of Student Conduct and Community Responsibilities.  Please remember that you are in the process of becoming a professional social worker. As such, you are expected to abide by the ethical standards of the profession, including the NASW Code of Ethics.   

Course Policy on AI (Adopted from the Worden School of Social Welfare): AI is an evolving technology, and its acceptable use may vary from course to course, instructor to instructor, and assignment to assignment, depending on the learning objectives for graded assessments. Any student work submitted using AI tools should clearly indicate, with citations, which work is the student’s and which part was generated by AI. Failure to do so constitutes an academic integrity violation. This is a sample list of AI Tools and is not exhaustive, especially as more tools come to market: Artificial Intelligence Tools such as ChatGPT, Elicit, iA Writer, Marmot, Botowski, Dall-E, Moonbeam, Bard, Spinbot, MidJourney, Stable Diffusion, GitHub Copilot, Humata.ai, etc.

Actions that can be labeled plagiarism when using AI include: more than 20% of the student work or content such as text, artwork, graphics, video, audio, images that will end up in any assignments, activities, responses, projects, research papers, essays, quizzes, exams, debate scripts, etc. generated by AI; entire sentences or paragraphs suggested by an AI tool/app without providing quotation marks and a citation, just as you would to any other source; not including AI Usage in references/bibliography, just as you would with any other source; or substitute or impersonate you in video conferencing including TEAMS and Webex, classroom, breakout rooms, collaboration, group work, or other attendance activities. 

Note that if you are looking to submit your project to an academic journal or for a symposium, these organizations have their own policies on AI usage. Many journals require that submitted articles contain no AI-generated content.

Communication: Email communication is the best way to contact me. During the workweek, I will do my best to respond within 24 hours. When you email me, please include our course number (SWK 445) in the subject line and use professional email language; email language is not texting language. 

Mental Health and Well-being: Life as a student can get very complicated. You may feel overwhelmed, lost, experience anxiety or depression, imposter syndrome, or diminished self-esteem. However, many of these issues can be effectively addressed with a little help. Student Counseling Services helps students cope with difficult emotions and life stressors. Student Counseling Services is staffed by experienced, professional psychologists and counselors who are attuned to students' needs. The services are FREE and completely confidential. Find out more at www.Counseling.IllinoisState.edu or by calling (309) 438-3655. 
 
It's hard to learn when you're hungry or couch-surfing. If you are having difficulty affording groceries, getting enough to eat every day, or securing a safe and stable place to live, help may be available. I urge you to contact the Dean of Students Office to learn more. 




Assignments, Associated Learning Objectives, and Points

	Assignment
	Assignment Description
	Points

	APA Review Quiz
	Review APA citation, paraphrasing, scholarly tone, and unbiased academic writing.
	10

	Research Question Draft
	Develop an initial, focused, and researchable question related to social work practice and district needs.
	10

	Research Topic Form
	Consult with your field supervisor to identify a feasible research topic, population, and potential data sources.
	10

	CITI Training
	Complete required human-subjects research training and submit documentation of completion.
	75

	Research Question Final Draft
	Revise your research question by incorporating instructor feedback.
	25

	Article Exploration
	Locate, cite, summarize, and assess the relevance of 10 peer-reviewed articles.
	10

	Annotated Bibliography
	Summarize and evaluate five peer-reviewed articles. Explain their relevance to the research topic.
	25

	Scope of the Problem
	Define the research problem, establish its significance, and identify the study’s purpose and variables.
	50

	Literature Review Outline
	Use a source matrix to identify themes, patterns, disagreements, and gaps across the selected literature.
	10

	Literature Review Draft
	Synthesize your research thematically to explain current knowledge, limitations, and gaps related to your research question.
	50

	Research Proposal
	Identify the proposed methodology, participants, data-collection procedures, and potential risks and benefits.
	50

	Informed Consent 
	Develop a consent process that clearly explains the study, participant rights, risks, benefits, and confidentiality protections.
	10

	Research Measure
	Select or develop a culturally responsive instrument or data-collection tool aligned with the research question.
	10

	Letter of Support
	Obtains written authorization from an appropriate district or placement representative to conduct the proposed research.
	10

	Student Presentation
	Presents the research problem, literature review, population, data collection plan, and implications to classmates.
	60

	Final Research Paper
	Revises and integrates the research question, scope of the problem, literature review, and research proposal into one APA paper.
	150

	IRB Application
	Completes and submits the IRB protocol with the approved consent form, measure, and district or placement support letter.
	100

	Total
	665



Grading

Grades will be assigned according to the following scale:

	A
	90 to 100%

	B
	80 to 89%

	C
	70 to 79%

	D
	60 to 69%

	F
	59% and below



Grades will not be rounded at the end of the semester

Course Modules (3-Module Format)

This course will follow a 3-Module Format, which is designed to break your research paper into smaller, more manageable chunks, with a final research paper proposal and presentation due at the end of the semester. Each module will have a “floating week” at the end, which will be used to hold individual meetings with students or review material if the class does not meet the module’s learning objectives 

	Modules
	Activities

	Select a research topic 

(Weeks 1-4)
	· Review APA/Academic Writing
· Brainstorm and select a research topic
· Get district input on your topic
· Get school district approval for the research question and topic
· Submit a research question relevant to you and your district 
· How is this issue relevant to or seen in school social work practice?
· Complete CITI Training

	Review existing literature 

(Weeks 5-8)
	· Find 10 articles related to your research, cite them, and give a 1-sentence summary of the abstract
· Select 5 of the articles and write a one-paragraph summary of them
· Write about the “scope of the problem.”
· Have others explored this? What do they say?
· Turn your summaries into an annotated bibliography
· Summative Assessment: Create a single paper covering the scope of the problem and an annotated bibliography

	Create and disseminate your research proposal 

(Weeks 9-15)
	· Peer Review Discussion Board 
· Constructive critique from a peer via the Canvas Discussion Board 
· Create a research proposal
· Submit an IRB application
· Give a tutorial on how to build the IRB protocol 
· Present your project to your peers







Course Calendar

	Week
	Title
	Learning Objectives
	Reading and Resources 

Review Before Class
	Hrs.
	Assignments
	Hrs

	1
	Review academic writing and APA formatting
	· Distinguish between in-text and parenthetical citations
· Explain when to use quotes versus paraphrasing
· Demonstrate how to format an APA references page
· Identify biased language in academic writing
	Video:

Citing Works in Text Using 7th Edition APA

	1
	· APA Review Quiz (Work on this in class and submit as your exit ticket)

	1

	2
	Select a Research Topic
	· Identify a research topic that is of interest to you and your school district
· Develop research questions that are applicable to this topic 
· Analyze and give feedback on your peer’s research questions 
	Reading:

Chapter 3 - Developing the Research Question
	1.25
	· Submit your research question DRAFT (Due Sunday at 11:55)
	.25

	3
	Review Research Design
	· Explain the difference between qualitative and quantitative research
· Identify independent versus dependent variables 
· Describe the difference between experimental and quasi-experimental designs
· Describe the difference between descriptive, exploratory, explanatory, and evaluative research
	Reading:

Chapter 4 - Qualitative Research Designs

Chapter 6 - Quantitative Research Designs
	2.5
	· Complete the research topic form with your supervisor (Due Sunday at 11:55)

I decided to combine the research question draft and the research topic into one quiz that is due on 8/30
	.25

	4
	Ethics in Social Work Research
	· Understand ethical issues in social work research 
· Discuss potential ethical issues related to your research topic
· Complete Human Subjects Research Training
	Reading:

Chapter 2 - Ethical and Cultural Considerations
	1.25
	· Complete Human Subjects Research Training (Students will have in-class time to complete this. Those who do not must complete it by 11:55 on Sunday)

· Submit your research question FINAL DRAFT
	1.5

	5
	Locating Scholarly Resources

(Meet in Milner 164D, Social work subject librarian Grace Allbaugh will join us)
	· Explain the differences between peer-reviewed and non-peer-reviewed sources
· Understand how to derive relevant keywords from a research question
· Identify tools for locating academic sources
· Locate articles related to your research topic 
	Reading:

How to Read a Journal Article in Social Psychology 
	1
	· Locate and cite 10 sources related to your research topic (You will have time to do this in class; those who do not finish must turn this in by Sunday at 11:55)
	5

	6
	Writing an Annotated Bibliography 




Claudia comes to talk about the 3M Thesis Competition
	· Analyze articles related to your research topic
· Describe the different parts of an academic article (abstract, introduction, methodology, results, discussion, conclusion)
· Select and summarize 5 academic articles
· Describe how these articles connect to your selected research topic
	Video:

Annotated Bibliography APA Format
	.25
	· Turn in your annotated bibliography (Due Sunday at 11:55)
	3.25

	7
	Explore and Define Your Research Problem 
	· Explain the problem that informs your research
· Describe why the problem matters 
· Evaluate what other scholars have said about the issue
· Identify what you will study 
	Reading:

Chapter 5 - Creating a Literature Review (1st half of chapter)
	1.25
	· Turn in your “Scope of the Problem” DRAFT (Due Sunday at 11:55)
	2.25

	8
	Writing Literature Review
	· Compare and contrast an annotated bibliography versus a literature review
· Identify key elements of a literature review (search and selection, summary of the literature, thematic organization, synthesis, critical evaluation, gaps in the literature, conclusion & implications)
· Create a literature review outline 
	Reading: 

Chapter 5 - Creating a Literature Review (2nd half of chapter)
	1.25
	· Literature Review Outline (work on this during class and submit as your exit ticket)

· Turn in your “Literature Review” DRAFT (Sunday at 11:55)
	3.25

	9
	Obtaining IRB Approval 

	· Understand the components of the IRB process
· Describe different measures for collecting data and apply one to your research project
· Understand “informed consent” and apply it to your research project 

	Reading:

Chapter 7 - Variables and Measures

Chapter 9 - Survey Research
	2.5
	· Selected Research Measure (You will have time to work on this in class; Due Sunday at 11:55 PM)
	2

	10
	Selecting a Research Design /
Overview of Student Presentations
	· Analyze the different types of research designs
· Select and apply one to your research project
	Reading:

Chapter 10 - Program Evaluation Research

Chapter 11 - Single Subject Design
	2.5
	· Informed Consent Document (You will have time to work on this in class; Due Sunday at 11:55 PM)
	2

	11
	No class - individual (1-hour) student conferences to go over IRB materials, research proposals, and revisions

	· Research Proposal Due 
· Informed Consent Corrections (if needed) Due
· Measure Corrections (if needed) Due
	3

	12
	Presentations (Group 1)
	· Communicate the vision for your research project
· Break down the demographics of your target population
· Explain how your research will benefit your agency
· Discuss your data collection plan
· Articulate the risks and benefits to participants
	None
	N/A
	· Presentations (Submit on Canvas before class the day you present)
· Obtain Letter of Support from your district (Due Sunday at 11:55 PM) 
	4

	13
	Presentations (Group 2)
	· Communicate the vision for your research project
· Break down the demographics of your target population
· Explain how your research will benefit your agency
· Discuss your data collection plan
· Articulate the risks and benefits to participants
	None
	N/A
	· Presentations (Submit on Canvas before class the day you present)
	4

	14
	Presentations (Group 3)
	· Communicate the vision for your research project
· Break down the demographics of your target population
· Explain how your research will benefit your agency
· Discuss your data collection plan
· Articulate the risks and benefits to participants
	None
	N/A
	· Presentations (Submit on Canvas before class the day you present)
	4

	15
	Fall/Thanksgiving Break

	16
	Workshop time to complete final assignments

Meet in Milner 213

(You do NOT have to attend this class if you have turned in the Final Paper AND the IRB Application)
	· Final Papers DUE
· IRB Applications DUE
	8




Appendix A: APA Review Quiz
	[bookmark: _wvsmo3za1mgg]APA Review Quiz

	Project Overview 

	Masters-level social work students are expected to already be familiar with APA formatting and academic writing. This assignment serves as a refresher for essential skills you learned in SWK 315 or SWK 412. Through completion of this quiz, students must demonstrate knowledge of:

· APA citation
· Writing in a neutral, scholarly tone
· When to paraphrase versus when to quote
· How to paraphrase the work of another author

	Instruction

	A) Log in to Canvas
B) Click the “quizzes” tab or the “Week 1” module
C) Select APA Review Quiz
D) Complete the questions and submit the quiz 


























Appendix B: Research Topic Form
	[bookmark: _vspc0g148lpj]Research Topic Form

	Project Overview 

	This graded form is available on Canvas and will prompt you to brainstorm potential research topics and questions. The form can only be completed after you meet with your field supervisor to discuss research questions and topics relevant to your school district. This is an applied research class in which you will study a topic relevant to your district and disseminate your research findings to key stakeholders. Your personal research interests are also a factor in selecting your topic, so this form is designed to help you reflect on potential research questions and topics that you are passionate about and that are relevant to your district. 

Examples include (but are not limited to):

· Determining the effectiveness of an intervention or curriculum
· Identifying whether a training is effective or not
· Conducting a needs assessment
· Critically analyzing disparities in academic or behavioral outcomes 
· Evaluating the effectiveness of a district policy

	Instruction

	A) Schedule a time to meet with your supervisor
B) Together, open the Research Topic for SWK 445 form on Canvas
a) You will find it under “weekly modules” or “quizzes”
C) Explore multiple areas your school district wants to investigate
D) Identify topics that are of interest to you
E) Brainstorm who your participants are and where you will get data 
F) Determine whether the district has tools for collecting this data
G) Identify who in the district has the authority to give permission for research (you will need a letter of support from this person as part of your IRB application)
a) Identify if the district has an existing IRB committee 
b) Determine what protocol you need to follow to research children in this district
H) Have your supervisor electronically sign the document (this is its own question, just have them type their name)
I) Submit via Canvas













Appendix C- Research Question (Draft)
	[bookmark: _wtmmedndt1r0]Research Question - DRAFT

	Project Overview 

	In this assignment, students will select a focused topic related to social work practice and develop a clear, researchable question. The question should identify the population or setting of interest, the issue being examined, and the type of information the study will seek. Students will revise their questions based on available research, feasibility, ethical considerations, and feedback from peers and the instructor.

	Instruction

	A) Review the Research Topic Form that you completed with the help of your supervisor
B) Identify a topic that you are interested in studying 
C) Using the graphic organizer in Canvas, reflect on the following:
a) What problem or concern do you want to understand or address?
b) What is your population and setting?
c) What do you want to learn?
i) Are you exploring a group's experience?
ii) Evaluating a program or intervention?
iii) Examining the relationship between two variables? 
iv) Comparing groups?
d) What are the key concepts or variables at play?
i) What would be the independent variable”
ii) What is the dependent variable?
e) Consider feasibility?
i) Do you have access to this population? 
ii) Can you collect data over the course of a single semester?
f) Combined the population, issue, intervention, and outcome into a single, focused question

You can find this assignment in Canvas as a “quiz.”

	Example Research Question

	How do sixth-grade students’ anxiety symptoms change after they participate in an eight-week mindfulness curriculum in a rural school district? 











Appendix D - CITI Training
	[bookmark: _titalyadcxmh]CITI Training 

	Project Overview 

	This assignment prepares students for conducting research with human subjects. Please follow the instructions below. The training will take you 4 to 6 hours to complete. The certificate must be completed prior to submitting your IRB application. At the end of the training, you will have the option to download proof that you have completed and passed it. This must be submitted to me via Canvas

	Instruction

	A) Go to https://about.citiprogram.org/en/homepage/ and then register
B) Log in to the CITI training site and complete the module titled “Educational, Social, and Behavioral Research with Human Subjects”.
C) Complete the guided training modules
D) Download your certificate of completion and submit it via Canvas

You will have time in class to complete this assignment. Students who do not finish must complete it on their own. 


























Appendix E - Research Question (Final Draft)
	[bookmark: _zdzpupngady3]Research Question - Final Draft

	Project Overview 

	In this assignment, students must incorporate the revisions identified by their instructor to create a finalized version of their research question

	Instruction

	A) Review instructor feedback on Canvas
B) Incorporate feedback into a final draft of your research question


































Appendix F - Article Exploration
	[bookmark: _qcgd96x3csc2]Article Exploration

	Project Overview 

	This assignment is meant to help students begin exploring peer-reviewed articles related to their research topic. Students will identify key terms that are relevant to their research question/topic. Then they will select 10 journal articles, cite them in APA format, read their abstracts, and briefly summarize them using the reference organizer available on Canvas. 

The social work subject librarian will also be available during class to assist students with locating and selecting articles.

	Instruction

	A) Identify key terms related to your research question/topic
B) With the assistance of the social work librarian, use approved scholarly search engines (such as Milber’s database or Google Scholar) to locate 10 peer-reviewed articles related to your research question/topic
C) Cite each of the articles in APA format
D) Provide a BRIEF (1-2 sentence) summary of what the article is about
E) Provide a BRIEF (1-2 sentence) rational as to why this article relates to your research topic/question

Complete this assignment on Canvas using the organizer tool provided 






















Appendix G - Annotated Bibliography
	[bookmark: _hxt2xj2tzb1f]Annotated Bibliography

	Project Overview 

	In this assignment, you will showcase your ability to locate, summarize, and cite academic resources related to your research question. You will select 5 of the 10 articles you located during the article exploration exercise and turn them into a fully completed annotated bibliography that accurately identifies:

· The article’s purpose or research question
· The research design
· The participants or data sources
· The major findings
· The author’s conclusions
· The article's strengths and limitations
· Connections to your own topic 

	Instruction

	A) Select 5 peer-reviewed sources and cite them based on the 7th edition APA formatting guidelines
B) Summarize what the authors studied or argued
C) Identify the data analysis plan or conceptual review
D) Explain what the article contributes to your research topic
E) Evaluate what the authors identify as the strengths and limitations of the study
F) Examine how the article could relate to your paper

Strong annotations are short and direct. You should write 150-250 words per article

	Example

	Jones, T. M., Fleming, C., & Williford, A. (2020). Racial equity in academic success: The role of school climate and social emotional learning. Children and Youth Services Review, 119, Article 105623. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.childyouth.2020.105623 

Jones et al. examine how school climate and students’ social-emotional competencies relate to academic achievement and racial differences in outcomes. Using student- and school-level data, the authors analyze connections among students’ perceptions of school climate, social-emotional skills, and academic performance. Their findings suggest that supportive school environments and stronger social-emotional competencies are associated with better academic outcomes, although these relationships vary across racial groups. A major strength of the article is its focus on equity, as it considers whether school-based initiatives may reduce, maintain, or unintentionally reproduce disparities. However, because the study is observational, it cannot establish that school climate or social-emotional learning directly causes changes in achievement. This source would be useful in a literature review on equity in school-based social-emotional learning. It supports the need for schools to examine both overall program outcomes and differences in outcomes across student groups when assessing the effectiveness and fairness of interventions.


Appendix H - Scope of the Problem
	[bookmark: _oy8xnbgfzs0s]Scope of the Problem

	Project Overview 

	In this assignment, you will help your audience understand what you plan to study and why it is important. You must clearly define the problem you intend to study, identify it’s signifiance, and analyze:

· The problem itself (what you plan to research)
· The dependent variable(s) 
· Why this problem warrants research attention

This paper must be supported by academic literature and should not reflect your personal opinions.

	Instruction

	A) Describe the problem and its characteristics
B) Define relevant key terms for your reader
C) Make the case for the significance of the research
a) Do you want to…
i) Add to current knowledge about a problem or specific population?
ii) Test a theory through empirical data?
iii) Evaluate the effectiveness of a treatment, technology, or program.
iv) Conduct a formative (process) or summative (outcome) program evaluation?
D) Identify your research purpose
a) State your research question
b) State your hypothesis (for quantitative studies)
c) State your aims (for qualitative studies)
d) State both (mixed methods studies)
E) State what variables will be under study

This assignment must be 2-4 pages, double-spaced














Appendix I - Literature Review (Outline)
	[bookmark: _3ne3n069fncw]Literature Review - Outline

	Project Overview 

	The purpose of this assignment is for you to critically analyze the sources you have collected and to begin outlining so that you can write your literature review. You will review sources for your annotated bibliography and create a “source matrix” so that you can easily compare and contrast sources, as well as identify themes and research gaps. 

	Instruction

	A) Review the resources outlined in your annotated bibliography 
B) Restate your research question
C) Create a source matrix
D) Identify and define recurring themes
E) Look for patterns and relationships
a) What do most studies agree on?
b) Where do findings differ?
c) Do different research methods produce different results?
d) Have findings changed over time?
F) Identify gaps in the literature 
a) For example…
i) Studies contain small or unrepresentative samples
ii) Limited attention to racial or cultural differences
iii) Lack of longitudinal studies
iv) Little research on rural schools
v) Studies involve educational professionals other than school social workers 

This assignment is graded and will be completed in class. You will use an assignment organizer found in Canvas. 

















Appendix J - Literature Review
	[bookmark: _d2ydbvj0rhxl]Literature Review 

	Project Overview 

	This assignment is the culmination of the work you have done in the article exploration, annotated bibliography, and literature review outline. Students will develop a focused literature review on their selected research topic and research question. Students will analyze and evaluate their selected scholarly sources, organize the literature around major themes, compare findings, and identify gaps or limitations in the research. The final paper should include an introduction, a thematically organized discussion of the literature, and a conclusion explaining what is known and what still needs further study. 

	Instruction

	A) Introduction
a) State your topic
b) Explain why this topic is important
c) Preview major themes
B) Body
a) Identify at least 3 themes in the literature. For each theme
i) Compare findings from your sources
ii) Evaluate the strength of the evidence
iii) Explain disagreements or limitations
C) Conclusion
a) Explain how this body of research relates to your topic
b) Identify the research gap
i) Explain how your research is different than, or will build off of, these studies?
c) Analyze what key questions about the topic remain 
i) Explain how your study will address them

This assignment should be 2-4 pages, double-spaced. 














Appendix K - Research Proposal 
	[bookmark: _sl9t2w7y1lnp]Research Proposal

	Project Overview 

	The purpose of this assignment is for you to select and critically analyze a research methodology to answer your research question. Once you have selected a methodology, you must identify who or what will be studied, outline your data collection plan, and analyze the potential risks and benefits to participants. Note that your audience will be unfamiliar with your research question, your agency, or how you plan to conduct your research. So you must outline, step by step, what you plan to do.

 Elements from this proposal will be reused in your final paper and in your IRB application. 

	Instruction

	Using the graphic organizer on Canvas, complete the following tasks:

A) Restate your research question
B) Identify who or what will be studied (2-3 sentences)
C) Explain how data will be collected (150 - 200 words)
D) Analyze potential risks to participants (75 - 150 words)
E) Analyze potential benefits to participants (75 - 150 words)
























Appendix L - Research Measure
	[bookmark: _lpd7gdar0avk]Research Measure

	Project Overview 

	The purpose of this assignment is to identify or develop the tool that will be used to collect data for your proposed study. You may create your own measure, select an existing instrument, or use a measure already approved or used by your school district. The selected measure should align with your research question, population, variables, and proposed research design. The final measure will be included in your IRB application.

	Instruction

	A) Restate your research question
B) Identify the variable, outcome, experience, or behavior that the measure will assess
C) Select one of the following options:
a) Create your own survey, questionnaire, interview guide, observational form, or other data-collection tool
b) Locate an existing measure from a scholarly or professional source
i) Obtain permission to use this document for your research project
D) Explain why the selected measure is appropriate for your research question and population
E) Identify who will complete or administer the measure
F) Describe how and when the measure will be administered
G) Consider accessibility, cultural competency, and reading level (especially for those working with elementary, middle, or students with disabilities) 
H) Upload the answers to these questions and a copy of this measure to Canvas

Keep a digital copy of your measure, as you will need it for your IRB application



















Appendix M - Informed Consent 
	[bookmark: _hexq3z96882e]Informed Consent Document

	Project Overview 

	The purpose of this assignment is to create an informed consent document for your proposed research study. The document should explain the study in clear, accessible language so that potential participants understand what they are being asked to do, the risks and benefits of participation, how their information will be protected, and that participation is voluntary. The completed document will be included in your IRB application.

	Instruction

	A) Review the informed consent template provided on Canvas
B) Describe the purpose of your study
C) Explain what participants will be asked to do
D) Identify the expected time commitment
E) Describe potential risks or discomforts
F) Describe potential benefits
G) Explain how confidentiality and research records will be protected
H) State that participation is voluntary and that participants may stop at any time without penalty
I) Provide contact information for the researcher, faculty supervisor, and IRB
J) Ensure that you use language that is appropriate for the participants or their parents























Appendix N - Letter of Support 
	[bookmark: _7w8vbziflk1w]Letter of Support

	Project Overview 

	The purpose of this assignment is to obtain written confirmation that your school district or placement agency is aware of and supports your proposed research project. The letter must come from an individual who has the authority to approve research activities within the setting. The completed letter will be included in your IRB application.

	Instruction

	A) Identify the representative from your school district who has the authority to approve your research
B) Meet with this individual to discuss:
a) Your research question and purpose
b) The participants or data sources involved
c) Your proposed data-collection procedures
d) Your data collection tool
e) Your expected data-collection timeline
C) Ask the representative to prepare a letter confirming:
a) The district is aware of the proposed study
b) The organization supports the proposed research activities
c) The researcher has permission to recruit participants or access identified data (subject to IRB approval)
D) The letter must be printed on official district letterhead
E) It must include the representative's name, title, signature, and date
F) Submit a PDF copy (not a photo) of the letter on Canvas

Keep a virtual copy of this letter. It must be submitted along with your IRB application


















Appendix O - Student Presentations
	[bookmark: _wwjrgeta34zq]Student Presentations

	Project Overview 

	The purpose of the assignment is to share your research project with your colleagues. You should introduce your classmates to your field placement, analyze your research topic, and give an overview of how you plan to collect data next semester. Treat this as practice for presenting at the University Research Symposium next semester. Students should practice their presentation thoroughly and dress professionally for their classmates. 

	Instruction

	A) Prepare a presentation (Canva, PowerPoint) that covers:
a) The demographic makeup of your school district
b) Your research question
c) Background on why this topic is important
d) What the existing literature says about your topic
e) An overview of the population you plan to study 
f) Your data collection plan
g) Potential risks and benefits to participants
h) How the results of your research project will benefit your school district

This presentation should be 20-25 minutes in length with a full 10-minute, timed Q&A. Please note that, in addition to the presentation, students will be graded on speaking skills, dressing professionally, and how they handle the Q&A portion. 






















Appendix O - IRB Application
	[bookmark: _1z32k91sj2og]IRB Application

	Project Overview 

	One of the major assignments for this course is gaining approval to conduct research with the ISU Institutional Review Board and your practicum setting. We will work together to complete the application in both class and individual consultation.

The application will include your: 

· Informed Consent 
· Measure
· A letter of support from your placement. 

All documents must be approved before submitting the IRB application. 

To receive credit for this assignment, students need only submit their IRB application during this course. However, please note that IRB approvals take time and that you may be expected to revise and resubmit your IRB application next semester before you can begin collecting data. 

	Instruction

	A) Go to: https://research.illinoisstate.edu/ethics/human-subjects/submit-protocol/ 
B) Upload copies of your:
a) Informed Consent
b) Measure
c) Letter of support
C) Fill out the additional information indicated online 
D) Take a screenshot of your submission confirmation and upload it to Canvas to receive credit for this assignment
















Appendix P - Final Research Paper
	[bookmark: _k20qyccdpjle]Final Research Paper 

	Project Overview 

	This assignment represents the culmination of the work you have been doing over the course of the semester. Sections of this assignment were completed in small sections, and must now be revised and turned into a single, cohesive paper to demonstrate mastery in this course. Over the course of this semester, you drafted:

· A research question
· The scope of the problem
· A literature review
· A research proposal 
Your final paper should incorporate all of these into a single APA paper that incorporates the feedback I have given you throughout the course of the semester 

	Instruction

	A) Create an APA-formatted title page 
B) Incorporate revised material from the scope of the problem assignment
a) State your research question
b) Add a transition
C) Incorporate revised material from the literature review
a) Add a transition
D) Conclude with revised material from your research proposal
a) Explain how you will collect data 
b) Outline your hypothesis or study aims 







